Collaborative Expedition #64, Tuesday, August 14, 2007 at NSF

Mapping and Navigating the Waterways of Public Information: Connecting People to Science and Scholarly Knowledge

Workshop Purpose  

The purpose of the workshop is to envision greater possibilities for a robust cyberinfrastructure making it easier for citizens to navigate public information (including scientific, cultural, and scholarly knowledge).  Participants will share lessons learned from virtual organizations (non-profit to multi-government) employing knowledge mapping techniques, data visualization, virtual curating, and data stewardship techniques. The workshop will open up dialogue to facilitate "bootstrapping" among multiple communities and institutions committed to advancing public access to electronically stored information, including scientific and cultural heritage collections.  The workshop supports information exchange among Federal Enterprise Architecture improvement activities advancing citizen-centric government in 2007. 

"It is probably true quite generally that in the history of human thinking the most fruitful developments frequently take place at those points where two different lines of thought meet.  These lines may have their roots in quite different parts of human culture, in different times or different cultural environments or different religious traditions: hence if they actually meet, that is, if they are at least so much related to each other that a real interaction can take place, then one may hope that new and interesting developments may follow."  Werner Heisenberg 

"Creativity is a process that can be observed only at the intersection where individuals, domains, and fields intersect." Csikszentmihalyi, 1999 

 Workshop Questions  

 1. What are the public good and service attributes of public information?  Who can make maps of public information today and how?  How can the maps be used? 

 2. What is the current understanding around public information relative to government and non-government web resources, data collections, and knowledge repositories? 

 3. How can relevant stakeholders tap "build to share" principles being advanced by forward-looking information stewardship organizations, including: 

a) Digital data and information communities advancing sound approaches for electronically stored information.  Examples include librarians, curators, web content managers, ontologists, researchers, artists, historians, data managers, and records managers. 

b) Open Standards bodies and consortia 

c) International stewardship associations 

d) Virtual organizations 

 4. What common messages can ripple across communities with deep and diverse experience with distributed collaboration, collections development, and scholarly knowledge infrastructure? 

 5. What are the conducive conditions for the creativity needed by networked communities doing this work? 

 6. What are the emerging strategies for advancing public web content, collections management, and scholarly knowledge infrastructures with the resilience to mitigate disruptions or degradations of service over time? 

 7. What strategies are emerging to advance the public’s awareness and participation in science, global virtual collections, and scholarly knowledge infrastructures? 

AGENDA 

8:30 am -  Welcome and Introduction 

Susan Turnbull, GSA and Co-chair, Emerging Technology Subcommittee and Co-Chair, Social, Economic and Workforce Implications of IT CG 

8:40 am - Participant Introductions: What is your Sense of Purpose in Relation to the Overall Workshop Goals? 

9:00 am - Science.gov and WorldWideScience.org: Ground-breaking Advances in Scientific and Technical Information Collections 

 Eleanor G. Frierson, Deputy Director, National Agricultural Library, Department of Agriculture 

 Walter L. Warnick, Director, Dept. of Energy, Office of Science and Technical Information 

10:30 am - BREAK 

10:45 am - Mapping Science: Opportunities and Challenges

Katy Borner, Associate Professor of Information Science, Director of the Information Visualization Lab, Director of the Cyberinfrastructure for Network Science Center, Adjunct Associate Professor of Informatics, Core Faculty Member of Cognitive Science, Research Affiliate of the Biocomplexity Institute & Complex Systems Group 

 Discussion 

12:15 pm - Networking Lunch (60 min. - on your own) 

1:15 pm - Virtual Organizing:  Conducive Conditions for Creativity in Advancing Knowledge Collections

Mary Lou Maher, Program Director, Information and Intelligent Systems (IIS), Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE), NSF 

Deborah MacPherson, Accuracy & Aesthetics and WDG Architecture 

Discussion 

2:15 pm - Advancing Navigability and Discovery in Public Cyberinfrastructure: Cultivating the Governance and Tools Needed for Public Information Collections: Break-Out Session
3:15 pm - BREAK 
3:30 pm – Report Out of Break-Out Session 

4:15 pm – Adjourn and Networking 

All workshop archives including presentations are at: http://www.gsa.gov/collaborate
Select wiki and then select Expedition workshops
To edit the wiki:

1. Create account (upper right-hand corner)

2. Add your first and last name and password, complete captcha, then “save”
3. Return to wiki page and select edit text at bottom of page

Upcoming Collaborative Expedition Workshops:
September 18 – organizing workshop to plan workshops for the coming year, NSF Board Room

October 23 – What constitutes superior workspaces for collaboration?  How can we augment our collaborative meeting rooms with virtual meeting/workspaces?  What time and energy efficiencies can be achieved (both human and infrastructure usage) and how will we know?  What are the emerging scenarios that demand this level of versatility and augmentation of familiar ways of working?
November 13 – Modeling and Simulation

