









[Date]

Kendra K. Levine, WTKN Chair
Institute of Transportation Research Library
University of California at Berkeley

[Recipient Name]

[Title]

[Company Name]

[Street Address]

[City, ST Zip]

[Dear   ]:

The Western Transportation Knowledge Network (WTKN) invites you to consider becoming a member.

WTKN is a group of information professionals dedicated to increasing the effective dissemination and management of information to and for the transportation community.  The group currently consists of members of state and local transportation departments, private industry, and university transportation centers.  
Formed in 2007, the WTKN covers the geographical area of American Association of State Highway and Transportation Organizations (AASHTO) Region 4, and is one of three regional Transportation Knowledge Networks.  Working to support the member organizations and identify important issues within the transportation field, the networks contribute a level of expertise and collaboration that is unique.
Recent years have brought an increasing awareness of the ability of libraries and information professionals to bring improvements in research, business practices, and day-to-day decision making of transportation practitioners.  Studies and discussions have produced the following two publications from the Transportation Research Board:
“TRB Special Report 284: Transportation Knowledge Networks: A Management Strategy for the 21st Century” http://trb.org/publications/sr/sr284.pdf 
“Implementing Transportation Knowledge Networks” http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_643.pdf 

Our members have identified you as a potential member of the WTKN. Please consider  the following membership benefits when making your decision to accept our invitation to join:
· Resource sharing between members
· A collective pool of experience and expertise
· The opportunity to see the growth of a national Transportation Knowledge Network as outlined in the above publications

There is no cost to become a member; all that is required is a focus on transportation (most members maintain a collection of transportation-based literature), and a willing and collaborative spirit.  We also ask that you, or another representative of your organization, make every effort to actively participate in regularly scheduled meetings via telephone or web conferencing. Currently we meet for one and a half hours every month.

 For more information, please contact me at: Kendra K. Levine, klevine@library.berkeley.edu, or [phone].
Current WTKN members include:

	Alaska Dept. of Transportation Library

Representative: Position in Transition


	Montana Dept. of Transportation 
Representative: Sue Sillick


	American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Library
Representative: Cheryl Masukawa

	Oregon Dept. of Transportation Library

Representative: Laura Wilt


	Arizona Transportation Research Center Library

Representative: Dale Steele


	Nevada Dept. of Transportation Library

Representative: Sena Lloyd

	California Dept. of Transportation Library

Representative: Janet Coles


	PACCAR Technical Library

Representative: Betsy Aldridge



	Center for Tran. Research Library

University of Texas at Austin

Representative: Louise Rosenzweig

	Puget Sound Regional Council

Representative: Andi Markley


	Idaho Transportation Department Library

Representative: Inez Hopkins


	Sound Transit Information Center Library

Representative: Andrea Avni


	Institute of Transportation Studies Library

University of California at Berkeley

Representatives: 

Kendra K. Levine (Chair)

Rita Evans

	Texas A & M University Libraries

Representative: Sandra Tucker



	Los Angeles Co. Metropolitan Transit Authority Library 
Representative: Matthew Barrett
	Utah Dept. of Transportation

Lester Wire Library

Representative: Joni Demille



	
	Washington State Dept. of Transportation Library 
Representative: Kathy Szolomayer


