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RITA’s Systems Framework for Research Collaboration: 

Integrating Knowledge Outreach and Tools 

Each year the Department spends $1.2B to fund USDOT staffers and other researchers across the nation to explore topics important to the nation’s continued safety, mobility, and economic competitiveness, as well as stewardship of the environment and the livability of our daily lives.

To leverage these dollars, the USDOT Research and Innovative Technology Administration’s (RITA) Office of Research, Development & Technology and National Transportation Library harnessed the power of social media technologies to increase collaboration among these researchers.  The Offices also are improving the transparency of this work through development of a new Knowledge Management System that is being designed to be accessible to all with an interest in USDOT’s research activities.

Through Sharepoint, RITA created 14 collaboration sites or Research Clusters that allow researchers of these crosscutting intermodal topics to better share their work:  

· Data-Driven Decisionmaking

· Economics

· Energy Sustainability

· Human Factors

· Infrastructure & Materials

· Livability

· Modeling & Simulation 

· Multimodal ITS

· Policy Analysis

· Position, Navigation & Timing

· Risk-Based Analysis of Safety Issues 

· System Resilience & Global Logistics

· Transportation Implications of Aging Drivers and Those with Special Needs

· Travel Behavior

Closely aligned with the clusters is the new Research Program and Project Management site, which serves as a diverse toolbox for research execution and an international community of practice.  These sites provide a web-based platform to view and share information.  While open for anyone to read, researchers must obtain a login and password to post information, provide comments or ask questions.

The Knowledge Management System is being designed as the first of its kind web-searchable database of USDOT’s Research, Development & Technology projects that will:
· Assist RITA in its research coordination, facilitation, review and strategic planning efforts

· Give DOT staff access to information on ongoing research projects to facilitate knowledge sharing and leverage cross-modal collaboration

· Provide staff throughout DOT with a tool to respond  to requests for information on research projects from external stakeholders

· Foster research coordination and collaboration across Federal government, and with partners in state and local agencies, academia, and industry

· Enhance RD&T funding transparency in support of the Administration's Open Government initiative


KMS’s current version represents the project’s first phase.  It contains information on DOT-funded research projects from 2009 onwards.  This version provides DOT staff and external stakeholders with an opportunity to test the system and provide feedback.  It includes:

- Project title

- Sponsoring Organization
- Funding

- Award type

- Project abstract
- Performing Organization
- Start/end date
- Project outcomes

Today, there are three ways to explore KMS:

· Guided Search – use pre-defined search categories

· Power Search – build your own search query
· Cluster Search – search for projects related to specific Research Clusters
Feedback on this functionality and content will guide the next versions.  Future versions will include automated data refresh and more complete information on DOT RD&T projects.  

