May 12, 2008

Ken Winter, MLIS
VDOT Research Library
530 Edgemont Road, Charlottesville, VA  22903

MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Recipient Name]
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Title]
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Company Name]
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Street Address]
MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [City, ST  ZIP Code]
Dear MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Recipient Name]:

I am contacting you on behalf of members of the Eastern Transportation Knowledge Network (ETKN), a network of transportation libraries and information service providers located at state DOTs, universities, associations and other transportation agencies.
ETKN formed on November 9, 2007, at a meeting sponsored by the UNC Highway Safety Research Center in Chapel Hill.  At that meeting, 11 librarians representing transportation organizations from the Eastern U.S. (AASHTO Regions I and II) came together as charter members of the ETKN.

By collaborating as members of a network, our vision is to increase the availability of our holdings, reduce operating costs, improve the quality of our services, and leverage group access to unique transportation knowledge and information needed by our patrons.  We hope that by forming productive relationships with each other and with other library networks (namely the Midwest Transportation Knowledge Network and Western Transportation Knowledge Network) we will realize that vision.  
As you may be aware, a series of high-level initiatives over the past five years has resulted in increased interest in the potential of transportation libraries to improve research, business practices and day-to-day decision making by practitioners.  Many discussions have centered transportation library networking activities, resulting in the following documents:


“TRB Special Report 284: Transportation Knowledge Networks: A Management Strategy for the 21st Century” http://onlinepubs.trb.org/Onlinepubs/sr/sr284.pdf


“Transportation Knowledge Networks: A Draft Business Plan” http://www.cts.umn.edu/Research/Featured/NCHRP20-75/documents/NCHRP20-75TKNBusinessPlanDRAFT.pdf
It pays to be in a TKN, and our members have identified you and your library as important players in our region.  With that in mind we are inviting you to consider membership in the ETKN.  

Membership is free of charge, is not legally binding, and we believe it will result in increased visibility and support for your library.  In addition, the ETKN regional network is being structured to incorporate “tiered membership” allowing you to decide the most appropriate level of participation for your library.
ETKN membership is not for everyone, however, and carries responsibilities that include a commitment to maintaining organized library collections focused on transportation, in employing qualified and trained staff, and a willingness to abide by ETKN governing documents…all qualities we believe you possesses.  

Contact membership chair Carol Paszamant (609)-530-5289 Carol.Paszamant@dot.state.nj.us for more information or simply visit our online collaborative workspace to find out more about us and our projects:
http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?EasternTransportationKnowledgeNetwork


We hope you will consider joining us.

Sincerely,
Ken Winter, MLIS
Chair, Pro Tempore
Eastern Transportation Knowledge Network

ETKN MEMBERSHIP, MAY 2008

	Jennifer Boteler
FHWA Research Library

Sandy Brady

Louisiana Transportation Research Center Library

Bob Cullen

AASHTO Information Center


Susan Dresley
Volpe Natl. Transportation Systems Center Library

Eileen A. Gallagher
Delaware Valley RPC Library

Bonnie Fields
PennDOT Library

Ruth Letson

Tennessee Department of Transportation Library


	Lynn Matis

State Transportation Library of Massachusetts

Jane Minotti

NY DOT Research Library

Carol Paszamant

NJ DOT Research Library

Barbara Post
Transportation Research Board Library

Mary Ellen Tucker
UNC Highway Safety Research Center Library


Amanda J. Wilson (ex officio)
National Transportation Library

Ken Winter
VDOT Research Library


