Memo

Date: March 24, 2008
To: RAC Members

From: Wes Lum, Chairman,


AASHTO RAC


Subject:  AASHTO Research Advisory Committee Task Force on Transportation Knowledge Networks
RAC Members:

The RAC Leadership recommended the creation of a Task Force on Transportation Knowledge Networks. As such, I am establishing this task force as of March 24, 2008.  The Task Force on Transportation Knowledge Networks (TKN) will meet at the earliest convenience to elect a chair and develop a charter to be approved by the RAC Leadership.
Background
Many DOTs are experiencing "brain drain".  Many people in the transportation community are feeling deluged by the amount of information they receive and still frustrated that they can't find the information they need.  Both of these are symptoms of a need to improve how we manage knowledge resources within the transportation community.   

The RAC Task Force on Transportation Knowledge Networks is needed to:   

1.
Actively monitor, support, and encourage methods for effective creation, capture, synthesis, transfer, application, and preservation of transportation information;

2.
Support the formation of regional library and knowledge networks;

3.
Enhance information exchange within the transportation community;

4.
Identify and promote ways to articulate the value of quality information exchange;

5.
Serve as an advocate for the use and continued improvement of research and library tools such as Transportation Libraries Catalog (TLCat), the Transportation Research Thesaurus (TRT), Transportation Research Information Services (TRIS), Research in Progress (RiP), as well as the creation of new tools; and

6.
Identify and engage in outreach to other knowledge-sharing groups within transportation.

Initial Membership
RAC 1

Bill Carr, District of Columbia DOT RAC
Lynn Matis, Massachusetts  DOT Librarian

RAC 2 
Ken Winter, Virginia DOT Librarian

To Be Determined
RAC 3

Ann Pahnke, Wisconsin DOT RAC
Marie Manthe – Kansas DOT Librarian

RAC 4

Leni Oman, Washington DOT RAC    

Ron Curb, Oklahoma DOT RAC
RITA

Amanda Wilson

FHWA

Dawn Vanlandingham

TRB

Barbara Post

CUTC

Bob Johns                  

12  TOTAL

