Summary Notes - HITOP Call
(Health IT Ontology Project) Federal Work Group

Meeting -- Conference Call

Tuesday, August 29, 2006   

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM               

Dial –in: 866-904-1360 Code: 6438727
Attendees:  Rex Brooks (Starbourne), Ram Sriram (NIST), Bob Connors (TATRC) Dave Riley (Northrup Grumman), Mike Cummens (Northrup Grummam), Syed Tirmizi (VA), Jon Handler (Microsoft), David Whitten (VA), Eliza Moody (Microsoft), Denise Warzel (NIH/NCI), Denise Warzeld (NIH). Marc Wine (GSA)
1. The Azyxxi Database System – Exploring a Business Model for Interoperability – Dr. Jon Handler, Microsoft Corp   11:30 -11:50
· Data Structure built on SQL Server db but not relational, it is a data atomic structure.  

· Brings in data from diverse sources.

· Developed in Washington Hospital Center to bring together disparate systems and help improve ER Dept.

· Within 13 months the system was implemented

· Information included diagnostic tests, personal patient data, any data from within the hospital was available to manage care and the department, and a large demand was created for the system

· System expanded to MedStar around the national capital area.

· Formed the National Capital Area RHIO, including safety net clinics and private facilities

· System was purchased by Microsoft recently

· How does the system handle free text in different electronic reports? The system is built on the capability to get the data, store it and show it.  A NLP program is in the system.  Emergency Medical Text Processor is used too.  Considering experimental approaches. Pattern matching for trend analysis is capable.
· Mappings can be done to any other system with different structures.  Data can be stored in its original format.

· Will monitor existing standards that are coming into acceptance and will ensure that as new standards are rolled out and ratified, the system will be compliant.  Have already interfaced with every major vendor and system in the field.  Will be useful for RHIOs to help them interoperate.  For those building other products, this could serve as a model for other developments.
· In the past when building the RHIO in Wash DC area, either engaged in a political challenge to lay out issues and policy decisions or move forward to address technical development for sharing.  

· Once you have a critical mass in a region it becomes easier to get others to join in a developing network, Dr. Handler explained.  Details need to be worked out related to Azyxxi and how it will be developed and used as a business approach based on its recent purchase by Microsoft.
2. Demonstration Using Exchange of Structured Coded Data in a RHIO – A Potential Semantic Interoperability Pilot Project – Dr. Mike Cummens, Northrop Grumman, Health Solutions (Invited) 11:50 – 12:10 

Slide presentation: NHIN Semantic Interoperability, see attachment for slides.

Demonstration pilot projects can be proposed to show how this works in the NHIN environment.  Particularly Dr. Cummens explained the semantic interoperability capabilities can enhance patient safety related applications.
3. Update - Interoperability Convergence Projects – Rex Brooks 12:10 – 12:20

· Emergency Management Standards Registry

· Looking for Guidance for Situational Awareness program with TATRC

· Work on Cyber War of Medical Banking Project and Analysis Center, in cooperation with development of the Emergency Management Standards Registry
· An open source track will be offered at 5th Medical Banding Institute March Conference 
· NIST Heath Care Standards Landscape pilot will be part of the Registry project

· Steve Ray of NIST developing metrics with ontology community for testing semantic interoperability
ONC needs a clear understanding of semantic interoperability in relation to Emergency Management.
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