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Conference Report

Marc, HITOP Members, Fellow NCOR Committee on Ontology for Health Informatics Members: 

My apologies to my fellow attendees for my late arrival. Despite that delay due to interruption in my telephone service, I attended the second half of this important meeting, and came away with several key contacts and conclusions about next steps that I want to follow up on immediately, at least to the extent of this making this report and the suggestions with which I will conclude

1) There are several interrelated efforts underway which can be enhanced by continuing this conversation and moving it into collaborations with the likelihood of lessening some of our  workloads because this asociation can ensure that some of each of our important but less central concerns and the functional requirements of those concerns are adequately addressed in these other related efforts. I believe this would improve the quality of each of our efforts by allowing us to concentrate more fully on each of our prime objectives as opposed to attending to a wider range of closely related concerns. This is highlighted by the intersection of the USHIK Metadata Registry, the ontology being developed by Nancy Orvis in Military Health System Information Management  in DoD, and the NIST Healthcare Standards Landscape webpages.

2) Though I missed Brand Niemann's presentation, I am familiar enough with the direction of his efforts, to know that the pilot he is suggesting has great ramifications as a proof of the value of a consolidated Semantic and Service-Oriented Information Technology Interoperability Architecture.

I have reviewed his powerpoint on Convergence of Semantic Naming and Identification Technologies, and have worked with him over the last couple of years, including the initiation of the Semantic Interoperability Architecture Pilot I mentioned in the meeting. sI thoroughly agree with and support his effort. Further, every participant I heard in this meeting appears to have a signficant contribution to make to this effort.

3) The expertise represented by Dr. Mark Musen, MD of Stanford Medical Informatics in his work as Head of the  National Center for Biomedical Ontology (cBio) and Co-Director of the National Center for Ontological Research (NCOR), along with Dr. Christopher Chute, MD, Chief of Biomedical Informatics at Mayo Clinic, can provide through their specific acitivites and as members of the NCOR Committee on Ontology for Health informatics, signficant guidance and oversight to help ensure that this pilot, if it is chartered by the appropriate governmental entity, is well-grounded and stays on course to fulfill its goals.

4) I would be pleased to make the Web Services-based Semantic Interoperability and Service-Oriented Architecture (SIA, SOA) Pilot's Health Informatics Registry available for inclusion in this effort. I would be honored to consult with Nancy Orvis on ensuring that our objective of providing reliable information services delivering Health Informatics standards to software developers is legally usable and through Marc Wine and Ram Sriram with Thomas Rhodes to incorporate the NIST Healthcare Standards Landscape as well with with the fellow who spoke on behalf of the USHIK Metadata Registry effort to ensure that our effort is consistent with USHIK. This constiutes my first suggestion.

5) Lastly, I also work with the Medical Banking Project, as chair of the Cyberwar Work Group of the Cooperative Open-source Medical Banking Architecture & Technology Project, and I would likewise be honored to liaise with that effort's Medical Banbking Information Sharing and Analysis Center (MBISAC).

