Business View for Geospatial:  A Critical Component of the Mission of Government Organizations 

1..The value of place or location based anlaysis  is often overlooked when modeling  business processes because enterprise architectcs and program managers often think of geospatial data only in the context of of a map or a remotely sensed image created  with GIS applications.  When modeling business processes  it is beneficial to think more broadly and identify when linking  your conventional business data  to a place/location  will improve the decision–making capabilities of  your organizations.  The purpose of this sectionis  to provide the  reader with a set of questions that will help you decide when  to geocode  your conventional business data and provide  examples of which lines of business organizations across the Federal government are already using  place based  approaches. 
1.  Description of FEA and GEO Profile BRM 

The Business Reference Model (BRM) of the Federal Enterprise Architecture is a function-driven framework for describing the business operations of the Federal Government.  It describes the Lines-of–Business (LOB) independently of the agencies which perform them and categorizes them into 3 Business Areas.   These three business areas are: Service to the citizen, ………..   The lines of  BRM  and the associated  business requirements drives which is the main viewpoint for the analysis of data, service components and technology, including geospatial, that need to be incorporated into the organizations enterprise architecture.  (See Figure 1)
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The coupling of Geospatial data, services and technology with convential data and technologies   are often one of the potentially one of the most significant enablers of improved decision making within  bussiness operations and increased  ments in the use and deployment of information technology, and more importantly, in the performance of key mission requirements  across all levels of  governments.  at all levels.  The GEO Profile Business View is provided to help managers and information architects gain a better understanding of how they can incorporate  geospatial data, services and technology as a part of their business processes.  The Geo Profile uses the BRM of the FEA as a starting point for architects to  identifying the degree  to which they can of utilizeation  placed based analysis and associated or reliance on geospatial  data, technologies and services for each LOB in the FEA. 
The ability to effectively use the GEO Profile to identify take advantage of the geospatial characteristics of an agency’s Line of Business begins with a thorough analysis of the operational mission of the organization.  The development of an accurate description of an organization’s LOB, its business activities and service chains and priorities of the business enterprise will help managers and program officials determine the relationship of geospatial to their business functions.  The GEO Profile Business Reference Model helps the architect determine how to build provides a perspective of Business functions of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure into their Agency’s EA,  how the relative importance of geospatial  can be incorporated  into to each of the LOB’s in the FEA and some suggested practices for assessing the relationship of geospatial to the agencies business and the role it should play in the performance of those business activities.   

2. The Business View of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure

The value of  Geospatial information is obvious when it is in the form of a map or a remotely sensed image.  However more often,  its value and presence  it is not obvious when it is embedded as in text, statistics, charts, records or other information within  a data warehouse. In the majority of cases  location within warehouses is limited to addresses.   However,  Geospatial data is any type of data which can be associated with a location in space and time.  So in addtition to It can be an address it can be a a place name; the position of a vehicle with a GPS receiver; the place a statistic represents or the place where it was gathered; where a cell phone call was made, where it was received or where the speakers are talking about; the room where a patient is in a hospital; or one of an innumerable other ways of relating something to a location.  Geospatial services and technologies are software and hardware functions and capabilities which provide for the collection, access, analysis, dissemination, integration, sharing and use of geospatial information.  In its fullest sense, geospatial information is ubiquitous, cuts across all Lines Of Business and has tremendous potential as an integrator of information from seemingly disconnected business activities or original sources of input.  

The National Spatial Data Infrastructure is an initiative to increase and  improve the availability and use of geospatial information across all sectors within the United States.  For the purposes of the GEO Profile Business Reference Model the NSDI is  presented as another tool that should be considered once  you have determined that there is a place /location component to your business operation. t a best practice for those business activities and processes, which use or produce geospatial data.  The NSDI and the associated Geospatial-One Stop Portal  activates  can be used to  support the impolementation of most of the FEA the Lines of Business  that comprise  the businesds of a Federal of an Enterprise and supports all Modes of Delivery identified in the FEA through:

a. Providing access to geospatial data and services for all lines of business 

b. Enabling the widest possible use of geospatial data and services ensuring that providers and users have knowledge of lineage and quality and means of ensuring appropriate security 

c. Facilitating the sharing and reuse of data and services through standards and specifications for interoperability

d. Providing a client centered delivery system which enables multiple means of delivery

e. Ensuring that redundancy and waste are reduced to the minimum and that data and services meet users needs and are easy to use







