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To support implementation of Service Oriented Architectures (SOA), an Enterprise Architecture needs to be more than a pure management-centered IT portfolio and business alignment activity. Significant benefits can be gained by using EA as a runtime consultable model.  Instead of a passive model that can easily loose fidelity with the current state of the enterprise, a real-time ontology-based EA captures the changing state of the enterprise.  Each IT capability can be traced down to the components that implement it and up to the business activities and stakeholders it support.  In other words, they become “knowable” in the context of what  they do for the enterprise. 

In addition, ontology-based EA models enable SOA implementations by providing an active registry of enterprise capabilities. SOAs need more intelligent registries of services. Reusable services need to be described in discoverable ways. For a service to be trusted and reused, knowledge of who is using it and how well it is performing is needed. This knowledge can be provided at run time as a service of the realtime EA. The talk will illustrate these ideas using semantic models for policy engines, privacy and authentication, working in concert with the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) Ontologies and SOA technologies.

