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2. Abstract

In the last few years, Service-Oriented Architecture (SOA) has gained acceptance as an architectural paradigm to organize and manage enterprise resources as loosely coupled services that can be orchestrated to compose business processes.  While enterprises are revamping their middle and back-end technology stacks using SOA, they are challenged to make these services available to end-users in an interactive and intuitive way.  The current web based presentation and client tier is the weakest link in the SOA-based enterprise architecture stack.

Rich Internet Applications (RIA) represents the next transition in the evolution of web applications; they promise the richness, interactivity and usability lacking in many of today’s web applications.  It represents the evolution of the browser from a static request-response interface to a dynamic, asynchronous, interface.  Independently, RIA and SOA are proving to be very useful concepts and now enterprises are realizing the beneficial relationship when they are put together.

It stands to reason that if RIA is the best way to build a user interface and SOA is the best way to build and expose business services, then combined, these technologies are capable of building superior applications.  Any application that combines RIA with SOA will benefit from the dynamic characteristics of an asynchronous, transactional and self-distributing user interface with the advantages of a loosely coupled, reusable and agile services layer.

This presentation will examine the current state of RIA market, both open source and commercial RIA frameworks.  We will examine what enterprises need in order to maximize RIA adoption.  
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