ONTACC – A Proposed Working Group of the SICoP
This note describes a proposal to create a commitee within the Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) to provide a mechanism for voluntary coordination of all activities within the Federal Government and among other interested parties, in developing Knowledge Classification and Representation systems such as ontologies, taxonomies, thesauri, and graphical knowledge representations.  A tentative name for this working group will be “The Ontology and Taxonomy Coordinating Committee”, abbreviated as “ONTACC”.

The goals of  this working group will be:
· To collaborate in the actual construction of useful knowledge representation systems.

· To keep each of its members aware of efforts similar to their own, so as to reduce duplicative effort and rapidly disseminate theoretical and practical knowledge about the creation and use of knowledge classification and representation systems, especially as related to governmental activities.

· To promote interoperability by identifying common concepts among knowledge classifications developed by different groups, and by creating mappings:
· from individual domain classifications to the common upper or mid-level ontologies;

· from individual domain classifications to other domain classifications.

· To identify, create, and share programs that use knowledge classification systems, especially those that may help to evaluate and compare the functionality of classifications.

In support of these activities, the group will:

· Maintain, as a community,  a common upper ontology and a set of contexts and mid-level ontologies which will provide a mechanism for resolution of questions as to which concepts in which classifications are: identical to; different from but consistent with; or logically incompatible with, those of other classifications;

· Maintain an e-mail listserver to enable efficient discussion of topics relevant to the goals;

· Maintain a website that will contain resources and pointers to resources to assist the members to achieve their individual goals more efficiently.  Such resources may include, in addition to the common ontologies developed by the community:

· A list of the publicly available knowledge classification systems maintained by the members, and pointers to them;

· A list of other public knowledge classification systems that may contain useful elements;

· A list of members knowledgeable about specific topics or programs, and available to answer queries about such topics; 

· A registry of other data sources and services that can assist in creating knowledge classification systems.

· Conduct periodic discussions via teleconferencing or in person to advance the individual and common goals of the members;

· Develop procedures for reaching decisions about any issue that may concern the group.

The focus of this working group will be on the actual construction and use of knowledge classification systems.   Discussion of basic principles and theoretical issues will be an important aspect of the collaborative effort, but should in general serve to address specific questions about particular elements in one of the  knowledge classifications maintained by the group or its members.
