Science Program Working Group – Exploratory Meeting

Regional Water Resources Technical Committee (RWRTC)

10:30 a.m. – February 9, 2005 – Augusta County Government Center, Verona
Proposed AGENDA

Tom Christoffel, Facilitator
1. Introductions and Purpose – The Regional Water Resources Policy Committee has developed a series of public policy questions which have been sent to USGS as a basis for the development of a science program. (Attached) USGS Eastern region has responded positively to the questions and a meeting is planned. Work under the recently organized Greater Valley Water Resources Science Forum has begun networking water science related activities in USGS and throughout the Shenandoah Valley. Other science interests and capacities exist. None are tied together in any logical way for definition and pursuit of water science knowledge that would inform the public or governments, local, State and Federal, as to both policy and actions which accomplish the goals set out in the “Take Care of the Water” Goal Matrix which is now the basis for development of the Water Resources Strategic Plan. (Attached)
Supporting Goal activities can be used in concert to develop data and information about water, both ground and surface water, provided there is coordination among organizations and agencies, and strategies can be developed for designing and implementing science projects. Localities in the region have good experience with this in the Minimum Instream Flow projects for the Main Stem, North Fork and South Forks, as well as utilizing the longer term science efforts of USGS in monitoring water flow and the Virginia Division of Mineral Resources for its geologic studies. Soil surveys, State water and air quality monitoring, citizen monitoring and other administrative records can be combined to understand more about the Shenandoah Valley water, its watersheds and ground water, its settlement history and Post WW-II development, and the impact of higher standards on the behavior of business, industry and citizens. 

There are many unknowns. The relationship between air quality and water borne pollution is becoming more better understood and the Shenandoah Valley has a program to consider air quality impact and issues due to the non-attainment situations in Frederick County and Page County. 
The purpose of this meeting is to begin a discussion of how the Shenandoah Valley can begin the development of a long term Water Resources Science Plan included, within or perhaps coordinated with a Natural Resources Science Plan including air, soil, geology, geography, flora and fauna.
2. Discussion – How do we design a science plan – long term/short term.?


a. Process


b. Participants


c. Funding

3. Short term – response to USGS Eastern Region

4. Long term – Science Plan Design Forum in 2006

5. Next steps

6. Adjourn – 90 minute rule

                        T.J.C.
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