Mid-Atlantic Regional Transportation Planning Coordination Roundtable
Background
Washington-Baltimore Combined Metropolitan Area
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Population, workforce and housing projections to the year 2030 made for the Washington COG region – yellow in the map above – anticipate a growing need for labor to come from outside their regional footprint, going in to the other MSA areas colored gray, which are adjacent. Large number of commuters already travel from these areas and housing demand in the gray areas and green beyond remain high due to local growth factors as well as the metro spillover. 
Assumptions are made outside the cordon lines of local and regional plans throughout this Mid-Atlantic region. Metropolitan Planning Organizations, regional commissions, State Transportation Planning offices, Federal Transportation Planning offices, and the private sector are all making plans – with little cross coordination. 
Given the geographic area of impact beyond the District of Columbia, which may be considered to include all or most of Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, these states and relevant sub-state and multi-state regional entities should be included. It is within this frame that a transportation balanced might be sought. The traditional transportation planning time frame of 20 years is inadequate and fifty years, at the minimum, should be considered.

The first step is to identify the transportation planning players and stakeholders and gather for the Roundtable, first for a short orientation to what each of the regional and State agencies has going in terms of planning, projects and to what degree outside forces either make the problem harder or easier, or simply different. 
The concept emerged from a presentation by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments to the Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission on May 19, 2005. 
Meeting notes from the Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Roundtable held October 21, 2005 are available. The agenda for the planned February 17 meeting in D.C. is on the reverse. To get on the distribution list contact: Tom Christoffel, Senior Planner, AICP – tchrist@shentel.net  Phone: 540-636-8800 x 209
I'm pleased to report that the meeting October 21st in Middletown was very successful at achieving its goal of beginning a discussion. Alex Bond, our recorder from NARC said he thought what was being described was a "Super Region" and that became the headline – “Winchester, County Now Part of “Super Region” 
Those things that showed up on the flip chart as issues for discussion and perhaps coordination across the many regions in the Mid-Atlantic included: 
- Multi-State Transportation Corridors - 9/340/I-81/270/ (to number a few) 
- Hazard mitigation 
- Metro Evacuation
- Homeland Security
-Air Quality  (SHENAIR - VA-WV-MD - I-81)
- Water - ground and surface (ICPRB)
- Vision/Scenario/Alternatives (from a local region process related to those in other regions)  
- Infrastructure 
- Broadband (the way competition between market players leads to no-competition in some areas)
- Regional Policy 
- No new bypasses in metro region puts more pressure on existing roads.
- Freight 
- Labor chain - everyone imports labor from outside their region - no surplus of labor even at the fringes
- Multi-modal/multi-state freight/rail and ports - containers (suppliers deliver to offices at 3 a.m. - have a key) 
- Local Land Use
There was agreement that a second Roundtable be held. January 20 was picked as a date. 
Given that weather might be a problem, Paul DesJardin suggested Wash COGs offices in D.C. All could get there by transit.
An option in the afternoon is to begin getting the perspective of some specialized larger regions which cover many local governments, like ICPRB, Federal transportation regions, and the States. The comment period provides for broader discussion from all who attend.
This is subject to confirmation from COG and continued interest from the group, which should grow. Since calendars fill up quickly - it seems wise to project ahead and claim some meeting time turf.
Contact: Tom Christoffel, Senior Planner, tchrist@shentel.net , Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission, 103 E. Sixth St. Front Royal, VA 22630 – Phone: 540-636-8800 x 209 







