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A major activity of the Lord Fairfax Health District is human disease surveillance and prevention.  Currently, the Health District documents ongoing local diseases and adverse health conditions that can, at times, be linked to poor water and air quality.  These links vary from firm laboratory documentation to less-strongly tied causation.  Water from a variety of sources have been implicated in both individual cases of disease and in outbreaks in groups of people.  Air quality has also been implicated in human diseases and conditions.  However, air quality must include both the general ambient air quality as well as localized air quality issues such as that created by the use of tobacco, by various industries at particular worksites, and other parameters.  The health district’s research needs revolve around the need to better delineate the role of air and water quality in our health; the need for increased knowledge in the best preventive or remediation measures; and the need for increased knowledge in the optimum means of sewage disposal for private sites and preservation of high quality and sufficient quantities of drinking water for private wells.

