Presentation at Web 2.0 and Government: Current Web 2.0 Initiatives within Government Agencies, November 1, 2007. Produced by Potomac Executive Biz.
(See agenda and presentation)
1. What is you role at EPA?

Dr. Brand Niemann is a Senior Enterprise Architect in the Office of the Chief Information Officer of the Environmental Protection Agency. His work on EPA and Interagency data architecture to facilitate electronic information sharing was recognized by Federal Computer Week in its 2006 Power Player Series Special Report and recently at the Gartner Spring Enterprise Architecture Summit Conference. He was asked by Federal Computer Week to help organize The 22nd Semi-Annual Spring Government CIO Summit “Government by Wiki: New Tools for Collaboration, Information-Sharing, and Decision-Making” and provided a keynote on Government by Web 2.0 (Wiki): A Guided Tour.
2. What is your definition of Web 2.0?

I like the definition in Wikipedia that says “It refers to a perceived second-generation of Web based communities and hosted services — such as social networking sites, wikis and folksonomies — that facilitate collaboration and sharing between users.” Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_2 
3. How do you use Wikis at your job?
I use Wikis and other Web 2.0 technologies in three basic activities, namely:

(a) Providing training in collaboration with communities of practices using Wiki technology. My Wiki page contains a video produced by my agency for this purpose. See http://www.himotion.us/2/2006/139.html 
(b) Writing an on-line book on Data Architecture, Modeling, and Networks: EPA and Cross-Agency Data Architecture, Sharing, and Reuse. I have the first 5 chapters written.
(c) Supporting communities of practice in planning and producing events like the recent 4th SOA for E-Government Conference. Google: SOA CoP to see links to our Wiki pages for this. http://web-services.gov/soacop/ 
4. How will using Web 2.0 help your stakeholders at EPA?
It provides open communities, information sharing, and technology that connects directly to and empowers them like never before. I have done a series of pilots for EPA and interagency stakeholders that illustrate this. See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?BrandNiemann 
5. What’s the future of Web 2.0 in the government?
I think the future of Web 2.0 in the government is limitless if the government hires and empowers the younger generation that is already doing it! That was why the Government Spring CIO Summit that I was involved in concluded with presentations by school students and young government leaders! See http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?GovernmentCIOSummit_2007_05_0608 
6. Who are some of the thought leaders in Web 2.0 in the federal government today?
Certainly the outstanding people and agencies that were part of the Government Spring CIO Summit and similar events: Chris Rasmussen at NGIA (Intellepedia), Jon Anderton at CDC (Second Life), Susan Turnbull at GSA (Collaborative Work Environment), Olga Brazhnik and Jim Anges at NIH (Wiki Fair and Web 2.0 Brainstorming), Washington Post – Newsweek Interactive (Saving Journalism with Web 2.0!), and staff at the Library of Congress (Leveraging Web 2.0 with “Sister Agencies”).
7. How will your job change over time using Web 2.0?

I have become a more mobile, agile, productive, and networking person like the younger generation the government is trying to hire to transform to Government 2.0 supported by Web 2.0 technologies! Government jobs will change because basic education is changing – see for example Tim Magner, Director, Office of Educational Technology, U.S. Department of Education on School 2.0: Technology and the Future of School. See http://www.affirm.org/events/special-events/transforming 
8. What advice would you give your colleagues in the federal government looking at implementing Web 2.0 technologies/applications?

Just do it! Come to the Collaborative Expedition Workshops hosted by the GSA and the NSF and take advantage of the free Collaborative Work Environment (Wiki and four other Web 2.0 tools) and the training in its use by my colleagues Susan Turnbull at GSA and Peter Yim at CIM3 Engineering that provides hosting and support for the CEW. See http://www.gsa.gov/collaborate One of the real benefits of Web 2.0 is that it enables me to become an E-Discoverable Government Employee: Google my name and get my Wiki Page at the top of their hit list! My Wiki page shows that I practice CAT*: Clarity (about what I do); Accountability (for what I do); and Transparency (in how I do it). * See Mr. Clay Johnson, III, Deputy Director for Management, OMB, Executive Chair of the Federal CIO Council, at the Federal IT Summit 2006, October 4th. http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?FederalITSummit_2006_10_04 
9. What is something most people don’t know about Web 2.0?
It is the writable Web that Web-inventor Sir Tim Berners-Lee provided for in his first Web Browser and so much more. And wait until you see the new Semantic Wikis and Semantic Desktops that are coming!
