Sustainable Water Resources Indicators

Definitions of and Relationships Between the (1) Title, (2) Framework, and (3) Indicators

(1) Title: Sustainable Water Resources Indicators

(a) Sustainable: An attempt to provide the best outcomes for the human and natural environments both now and into the indefinite future. (Wikipedia)

(b) Water Resources: Sources of water that are useful or potentially useful to humans. (Wikipedia)

(c) Indicators: Measures that present information in a readily understandable way. (SWRR) Statistics used to communicate information about ecosystems and the impact human activity has on ecosystems to groups such as the public or government policy makers. (Wikipedia)

(2) Framework: The processes and technologies used to solve a complex issue - the skeleton upon which various objects are integrated for a given solution. (Wikipedia)

Specific to SWRR:

(a) Systems Capacities and Their Allocations

Definition: Systems are the hydrologic cycle and the human-built infrastructure for managing and using water. (SWRR)

Definition: Allocation: Distribution according to a plan. (WordNet)

Example: Indicator 2: Total Water Withdrawls for Human Uses

(b) Consequences of Water Allocation

Definition: Consequences: A phenomenon that follows and is caused by some previous phenomenon. (WordNet)

Example: Indicator 9: The Quantity and Quality of Water for Human Uses

(c) Effects on People

Definition: Effects: Same as Consequences above (WordNet)

Example: Indicator 11: Human Conditions

(d) Underlying Processes and Driving Forces

Definition: Processes: A sustained phenomenon or one marked by gradual changes through a series of states.  (WordNet) Forces: A powerful effect or influence. (WordNet)

Example: Indicator 12: Land Use

(e) Composite Sustainability

Definition: Composite: Consisting of separate interconnected parts. (WordNet)

Example: Indicator 16: Water Use Sustainability
(3) Indicators:  17 in 5 categories
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Definitions: Infrastructure: the stock of basic facilities and capital equipment needed for the functioning of a country or area. (WordNet)

