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Suggested Mini-Case Topic

January 16, 2007, Request: I would request that IF you have a MINI-CASE topic that you would like us to consider using or writing up for treatment in one of the

MINI-CASE/Current Practice sessions, below, please contact me immediately to discuss further. We are soliciting these for review or treatment, and will be developing them within the next 30-45 days. Zachary Tumin, Executive Director, Leadership for a Networked World Program, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.
Title: A Segment Architecture for Cross-Agency Semantic Interoperability of Water Resources Using DRM 3.0 and Web 3.0
Background: The Semantic Interoperability problem (see slides 15-21) is really a “people problem” supported by standards and technology. (The Honorable Dale Meyerrose, Associate Director for National Intelligence and Chief Information Officer,  at the December 14, 2006, AFFIRM Luncheon: “There are no new problems – only people problems.”) See AFFIRM 11th Annual CIO Ton Ten Challenges Survey. The current focus for the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) in FY 2007 is “Segment Architectures.” See FEA Practical Guidance. The Federal Government has been working on cross-agency interoperability of water resources data for at least 10 years and some of the milestones (and “buzz words”) that I am aware of and I think illustrate “Cross-Boundary Governance Through Agreements and Standards” are summarized below. See 
slides for a more complete explanation.
1995 (metadata): Agreement on a format for an inventory of Federal environmental data programs including water resources. Published as EPA’s Guide to Selected National Environmental Statistics in the U.S. Government (1995).
1998 (harmonization): Agreement to characterize data elements across EPA’s major water data systems (33 major -100’s). Published as EPA Office of Water Data Element Harmonization Project in three reports.
2004 (enhanced search): Agreement to form the Sustainable Water Resources Roundtable (SWWR) under the Whitehouse’s Council on Environmental Quality and subsequent agreement to publish the SWRR Preliminary Report in September 30, 2005, with 17 indicators to support decision-making. (The highest form of semantic interoperability is human communication to “know what we know” and to achieve the “wisdom of crowds” in a Community of Practice.)
2006 (mashups): Emergence of Composite Applications (Business Ontology Platforms) at the SICoP 4th Semantic Interoperability for E-Government Conference, February 8-9, 2006, and for the EPA Office of Water that supports implementation of DRM 3.0 and Web 3.0. See press coverage and  Special SICoP Conference: Building DRM 3.0 and Web 3.0 by Managing Context Across Multiple Documents and Organizations, February 6, 2007.
