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Program Synopsis: The Multilateral Interoperability Programme (MIP) [www.mip-site.org] is a voluntary command and control (C2) community of interest (COI) comprised of 25 Nations, NATO and Allied Command Transformation. Within the MIP forum multinational C2 operational requirements are defined, interpreted and documented as country and system-independent domain knowledge. The MIP process of achieving operational and semantic consensus is the foundation for developing interoperable C2 systems and services with reduced complexity and cost. 

The MIP has developed a logical data model (Joint Consultation, Command and Control Information Exchange Data Model – JC3IEDM) and business rules for information exchange (supporting most traditional military messages). It is an emerging interoperability standard in NATO and within the US. The rich semantics and broad scope of the MIP model make it a highly suitable foundation for developing domain ontologies for automated decision support. Further, the model is extensible enabling its generic C2 core to provide semantic interoperability across diverse functional communities that must operate together, e.g., Navy-Army, Military-Homeland Security-First Responders.
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