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Richard is a Senior Science Advisor with System Planning Corporation of Arlington, VA. His primary focus is to support the National Institute of Justice’s Information Led Policing program in areas dealing with the Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative, and the National Information Exchange Model. Richard serves as proxy on many committees, working groups, and councils at the federal, state and local levels.

Prior to joining System Planning Corporation, Richard was a co-founder and Director of Strategic Initiatives for RAINS, a public-private homeland security and public safety technology non-profit corporation. As Director, he launched Connect and Protect, the nation’s first regional critical infrastructure protection information sharing system, and a finalist in Harvard’s JFK School Homeland Security Innovations Award program in 2004. While with RAINS, Richard served on the Oregon State Interoperability Executive Council, and the Portland Business Alliance's Cyber Security Cluster task force. 

Prior to joining RAINS, MacKnight held consulting positions in the Aerospace and Defense industry working on a range of efforts with the U.S. Department of Defense, and on projects for the U.S. Department of Justice, and IDEA, the Interagency Data Exchange Application for the U.S. Department of State, a 2006 Industry Advisory Council’s (IAC) Excellence.gov information sharing best practices award winner. Richard’s private sector contributions include building online credit card fraud detection products, corporate eCredentialing systems, and web site spoofing detection tools.

MacKnight earned his undergraduate degree at Washington College in Maryland, and an MBA at Marymount University in Virginia.

