Agreement between
the Consortium in charge of the SemanticGov Project 
(Providing Integrated Public Services to Citizens at the National and Pan-European level with the use of Emerging Semantic Web Technologies – FP6-2004-IST-4-027517) 
and the 
Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice 
(Special Interest Group within the Knowledge Management Working Group sponsored by the Best Practices Committee of the US Chief Information Officers Council, and the XML Working Group)
	Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice 
 (hereinafter called SICoP)
	SemanticGov project 
(hereinafter called SemanticGov)

	The representatives of the SICoP involved in the present cooperation are the SICoP co-chairs:
· Brand Niemann

· Mills Davis

They will initiate efforts, whenever needed, to get agreement from the other SICoP members.
	The representatives of the SemanticGov involved in the present cooperation are:

· Konstantinos Tarabanis (CERTH)

· Vassilios Peristeras (CERTH)

Representing CERTH/ITI, which is the SemanticGov project coordinator.

They will initiate efforts, whenever needed, to get agreement from the other SemanticGov partners. 


1. Purpose

The representatives of both initiatives agree to cooperate for the common objective of promoting Semantic Web and Semantic Web Services knowledge, models, architectures, technologies and best practices in the area of eGovernment (called the Scope of the cooperation). 
With this cooperation the partners in particular want to:

(a) link the active European and USA communities in the field 

(b) avoid duplication of efforts
(c) promote common EU-USA projects and other knowledge transfer initiatives (e.g. conferences, workshops)
2. Exchange of Information
Both initiatives will mutually exchange work programmes, deliverables, papers and any other informational material – if appropriate, following approval by the European Commission and the Consortium partners (for SemanticGov) and by its members (for SICoP).
3. Workshops and Conferences

Whenever one of the two initiatives organises an event or wishes to broadly disseminate information, it will inform the other initiative that will relay invitations and information to its own audience.

4. Long-Term Efforts

Both partners aim at establishing a sustainable structure to maintain and expand the developed knowledge base and network relations.

For relevant bids or proposals in the areas related to the scope of the cooperation the respective partner will be consulted for joint efforts.

	On behalf of the SemanticGov Consortium
Konstantinos Tarabanis, 

CERTH
Date : 10 June 2006
	On behalf of SICoP
Brand Niemann (government) and
Mills Davis (non-government), Co-Chairs
Date : 10 June 2006






2

