Semantic Web Applications and Infrastructure Trade Show

Call for Participation
Overview: You are invited to submit a proposal for participation in a Trade Show of products showcasing concepts and capabilities related to the Semantic Web.   This Trade Show will be a key part of the upcoming Semantic Web Applications for National Security (SWANS) meeting February 8-9, 2005 in the Washington, DC area.  

The DARPA Agent Markup Language (DAML) Program in the DARPA Information Exploitation Office (IXO) is sponsoring the meeting.  The purpose of the meeting is to raise awareness and enhance the ability of Military and Government technology decision-makers to capitalize on the emergence of the Semantic Web.  One of the key objectives of this meeting is to foster additional pilot and implementation projects using OWL and RDF technologies.

Expected Audience. The expected audience for this meeting consists of leaders in the Government, particularly those involved in making acquisition decisions or having influence regarding those decisions in the National Security community.  The last such meeting (named ”Semantic Web for Military Users”) had about 100 attendees and no Trade Show.  There have been three Semantic Web for Military User events in the past, and the agenda for the last one can be seen on http://www.daml.org/meetings/2003/05/SWMU/.  The SWANS meeting targets a much expanded audience by including all National Security interests.  We are coordinating publicity with the Federal CIO Council's Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP) and are envisioning as many as 300 attendees.  For additional information on SICoP’s most recent meeting visit: http://www.topquadrant.com/conferences/sept8_2004/stgov04.htm.

At the SWANS meeting, we are aiming to inform and enthuse senior national security systems technical managers having influence over the introduction of technology into operational use, as well as their key contributing technology contractors, regarding the revolution of the Semantic Web.  In order to  provide enough information to be highly useful, we are aiming at both a fairly senior level and at a more detailed technical level of manager or contractor.

 

Agenda Overview.  The meeting will take place on 8-9 February 2005.  The first day’s agenda includes a description of the current status of Semantic Web technology progress by DARPA, W3C, and key Government technology leadership. We have a powerful group of technical and operationally oriented speakers and tutorial leaders. Additionally there will be a wide range of demonstrations by researchers and key Government and academic early adopters to illustrate the power of using Semantic Web technologies in pilot programs to address National Security needs.  

Since one of the key purposes of the meeting is to foster additional pilot projects using Semantic Web technologies, a substantial portion of the first day will be devoted to what the National Security community user might find useful to start a pilot project.  

The second day will have two major activities: (1) a set of tutorials for those wanting to gain more detailed information on Semantic Web technologies; and (2) the Trade Show to allow vendors who are employing Semantic Web technologies to demonstrate their capabilities to this select audience. 

Invitation:  You are invited to propose participation in the Trade Show portion of the meeting. We’d like to stress that we are not asking for proposals to accomplish work that has not already been done, rather, we are asking for exhibitions of products and services that are essentially in place. Vendor selection will take place based on your proposal.  See paragraphs below for the selection criteria and the process for submission.  If you are collaborating with others and wish to have them invited, please let us know.  

Regrettably, because of security considerations, attendance is limited to US citizens only.  Foreign Nationals who have a US Department of Defense security clearance may attend on a case-by-case basis, as approved by the DAML Program Manager, Dr. Mark Greaves.

Participation Sought:  The Trade Show is intended to feature two major types of Semantic Web capabilities.  Primarily, we’d like to create a show of commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) products that are mature, commercially available for use or in use in the Government marketplace.  In other words, products that have gone beyond research projects or systems that are custom made for demonstration purposes.  The second product category includes fairly well developed research capabilities or systems that are mature enough to be expected to result in near term capabilities, commercial products or products in use in the Government marketplace.

Facilities and Financial Responsibility: In keeping with the thrust of the event, large, formal “auto show” booths and displays are not desired.  The Trade Show is intended to present substantive technology which can readily be applied to solve Government data problems.  Participants will not be compensated for participation, i.e., it is a “pay as you go” arrangement.  The Government will not take responsibility for travel or labor expended in this effort.  The Government will provide for space adequate for a modest static or digital display (nominally 12 feet wide by 10 feet in depth), an exhibit set-up (table, chairs, and easels), 802.11b wireless Internet access and basic power at the Trade Show site.  Details on facilities will be provided subsequent to participant selection.

Process: Selection of vendors will be based on submission of papers describing the proposed technology to be demonstrated at the Trade Show. The proposals should be submitted in a paper of no greater than two pages in Microsoft Word or PDF format.   Submissions should include the name of the organization presenting the technologies, key technical points of contact, and the key users, either Government or commercial organizations.  Also, the proposal should include a description of what will be demonstrated at the Trade Show.  Demonstrations of the capabilities are preferred, vice paper or poster presentations. 

Submit your proposed participation description electronically to the SWANS Coordination Committee (swans@schafertmd.com) not later than December 1, 2004.  The SWANS Coordination Committee will evaluate the papers for applicability to SWANS meeting goals and OWL/RDF standards, and make selections by December 17, 2004.  Proposers will be notified by email of the decision regarding their proposals.  This timetable should allow enough time to prepare for the Trade Show.   Further details regarding preparations for the Trade Show will be forwarded to accepted participants at a later date. 

