Semantic Web Applications for National Security (SWANS)

(formerly Semantic Web for Military Users)

Planning Meeting 7 October 2004

Attendees: Jack Howard, Tom Martin, Brand Niemann, Susan Turnbull, Mike Dean (via telecon)

General Presentation and Discussion:

Tom Martin provided a presentation (SWANS-SICoP Org Meeting 20041007.ppt) which identified SWANS objectives, agenda and desired speakers, target audience, candidate Trade Show attendees, and schedule.  Tom clarified that trade show products may be RDF compliant and not just OWL compliant.

Major Points: 

General agreement on co-sponsorship, however, funding from SICoP is not required.

SICoP had a couple issues with regard to the way DARPA is envisioning the SWANS:

1.  "By invitation only".  SICoP would prefer to have an open invitation which would be more in keeping with their charter. Resolved that SICoP could convince their management on the need to limit foreign participants.

2.  "Free vs. Cost."  SICoP also typically want to keep SICoP conferences free, but realized that the scope of the meeting would require a nominal registration fee due to the need to rent commercial space.  SICoP also specifically requested that DARPA consider offering "Scholarships" to those Government folks who might not yet have budgets by late Jan/Feb.  It was agreed that these would be done on a case bases.

--------

Other major points discussed:

A.  Underscoring a CIO leadership connection.  Brand and Susan offered to solicit Mr. John M. Gilligan (CIO Air Force) or Ms.? Kimberly T. Nelson, (CIO EPA), or Dr. George O. Strawn (CIO NSF) to address the "Value Going Forward" of Semantic Web technologies.  There was wholehearted agreement, particularly with John Gilligan, who would underscore emphasis on National Security.  Susan said she would propose the speaking engagement to Mr. Gilligan.  

B.  Framing the Trade Show.  Brand proposed to provide business use cases, problem spaces, or scenarios for the Trade Show participants.  Tom and Jack agreed to take this forward to Mark Greaves as a consideration, but pointed out there were potential pitfalls:  1) this might limit participation, and 2) this might give appearance of a pre-solicitation.  Regarding limiting or confining participation, DARPA specifically wants to see what's out there now, not what folks would bring.  It is not DARPA’s intent to "evaluate" the Trade Show participants, but provide them a venue to demonstrate their products and provide the target audience the opportunity to see what is being developed.  It is possible, however, that DAML PIs might be interested in reviewing the problem statements to recommend novel technical approached.  This topic would be discussed with Mark Greaves for his concurrence to identify problem statements to the PIs during the DAML PI meeting.

C.  An Exposure of SICoP products.  A target audience Brand was seeking was the DARPA researchers.  Tom and Jack suggested that a better venue for this would be the PI meeting the end of November in San Antonio.   During SWANS, there will be the opportunity to refer to SICoP products in the presentations of Mr. Rick Morris (or substitute if he is unavailable), but, as this is not a SICoP conference, per se, but a SWANS conference, highlighting SICoP products will not be a major focus of the presentation schedule.  This topic would be discussed with Mark Greaves for his concurrence to identify SICoP products to the PIs during the DAML PI meeting.

Minor topics included:

a.  With combined SWMU/SICoP distribution, as many as 500 attendees might register.  This may exceed what Mark Greaves had anticipated or would be willing to support.

b.  Mike Dean noted that there might be specific tools and ontologies of which SICoP is aware that they might like to propose be covered at SWANS

Actions:

Susan – pursue John Gilligan as a speaker

Susan – provide copy of the SICoP distribution list(s) to Tom and Jack

Susan – provide URLs or other locations of the problem spaces to Tom and Jack

Brand – provide a list of any additional speakers or Trade Show invitees to Tom and Jack

Jack/Tom – discuss with Mark Greaves the topic of providing problem spaces to the Trade Show participants and to DAML PIs

Jack/Tom – obtain Mark Greaves’ concurrence for identifying or providing SICoP products to the DAML PIs for the DAML PI meeting

Jack/Tom – obtain Mark Greaves’ concurrence for 500+ potential attendees

Jack/Tom – follow up with Mark Greaves’ on inviting Tim Berners-Lee to speak at SWANS

Mike – interact with Brand and Susan to identify additional candidate ontologies and tools

Next planning meeting:  14 Oct 2004, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM at Schafer Corp. 

