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Nationwide Systems:

· Marshall DeBerry, Bureau of Justice Statistics and Interagency Council on Statistical Policy – FedStats

· Jane Ross, National Academy of Sciences – Key National Indicators Initiative

· Allen Lomax and Peter Guerrero, U.S. General Accounting Office – national indicators studies

· Patrick Simmons and Troy Anderson, Fannie Mae Foundation, and Tom Kingsley, Urban Institute – KnowledgePlex Community Data System

· Rob Dollison, Federal Geographic Data Committee – Geospatial One-Stop

· Bill Tolar, U.S. Geological Survey – National Atlas

· Enrique Gomez, Census Bureau – Integrated Dissemination System

· Cavan Capps, Census Bureau – The DataWeb

Statistical System Tools and Technologies:

· Cavan Capps, Census Bureau – The DataWeb

· Brand Niemann, Environmental Protection Agency and Federal CIO Council – Semantic (Web Services) Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP)

· Susan Turnbull, General Services Administration – Social, Economic and Workforce Implications of IT and IT Workforce Development (SEW) Coordinating Group of the Interagency Working Group on IT Research & Development

· Joe Ferreira, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, Massachusetts Institute of Technology – intelligent middleware, virtual data repositories

Data Providers, Users, and Local Intermediaries:

· Cynthia Taeuber, Census Bureau – American Community Survey, Local Employment Dynamics, use of administrative records

· Susan Schechter, Statistical Policy Office, Office of Management and Budget – Interagency Committee for the American Community Survey

· Pari Sabety, The Brookings Institution – Urban Markets Initiative

· Bruce Cahan, Urban Logic – Sustainable Resiliency™ , GASB-34 & Spatial Data Finance 

· Barbara Harris, Census Bureau – Census Information Center Program

· Tom Kingsley, Urban Institute – National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership

· Andrew Reamer, Andrew Reamer & Associates – Community Statistical Systems Network
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Marshall DeBerry

Organization:  FedStats

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  FedStats

Nature of Effort:  Gateway portal to the Federal statistical system
_X__
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

_X__   tabular data
_X__   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include:  states, counties, cities, selected special geographic areas such as Federal  judicial districts, links to Congressional district information

primary data sets include:  2000 Decennial Census information

_X__ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_X__
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   _X__   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant): http://www.fedstats.gov 

Purpose and Audience (Ends): 

To provide users assistance in finding the information they need without having to know and understand in advance how the decentralized Federal statistical system is organized or which agency or agencies may produce the date they are seeking.

Brief Description (Means):

The FedStats site provides visitors with easy access to the wide array of statistical information produced by Federal agencies.  FedStats gives the user a variety of mechanisms for quickly locating statistical information, ranging from links encompassing topics from A to Z, to the geographically oriented MapStats interface that provides statistical information for US states, counties, cities, Congressional and Federal judicial districts. 

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

Under the auspices of the Interagency Council on Statistical Policy (ICSP) chaired by the Chief Statistician, Office of Management and Budget, planning for an integrated statistical portal site began in 1995, culminating in the public release of the FedStats website in May of 1997.   A taskforce of representatives from the agencies and offices that comprise the ICSP meet monthly to discuss issues and possible future enhancements to the site, and examine new web technologies that may be of benefit to their agencies as well as the FedStats site.  Recent enhancements to the FedStats site have included a revised MapStats interface that provides statistical information for cities of size 25,000 or more, and ongoing work in enhancing access to the wide variety of subject matter found in the “Topics A-Z” section.  Future plans include enhanced search capabilities for statistical inquiries from the public, and a “MapStats for Kids” section that will provide a fun and interesting way to facilitate the development of statistical literacy for younger children. 
Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

Statistical Programs of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2004

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg/04statprog.pdf
Contact information:

Address:       FedStats/BJS

      Interagency Council on Statistical Policy/OIRA


         810 Seventh St. NW
     Office of Management and Budget


         Washington, DC  20531      Washington, DC   20503

Telephone:  202-307-0775

E-mail:         mdb@fedstats.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Jane L. Ross
Organization:  The National Academies
Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting: The Key National Indicators Initiative

Nature of Effort:

_X_
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   ___   in operation
   ___   under construction     _X_ in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):  http://www.keyindicators.org/

Purpose and Audience (Ends):  (See Attachment)
Brief Description (Means):  (See Attachment)
Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans: (See Attachment)
Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available): http://www.keyindicators.org/
Contact information: 

Address:
500 5th Street, NW, Keck-1125, Washington, DC 20001

Telephone:
(202) 334-2092

E-mail:

jross@nas.edu
Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education

Center for Economic, Governance, and International Studies



500 Fifth Street, NW


Washington, DC 20001
Phone:
202 334-3730

Fax:
202 334-3829

STRENGTHENING OUR DEMOCRACY:

THE KEY NATIONAL INDICATORS INITIATIVE

In today’s increasingly complex national and global environment, there is a growing need for high quality, accessible and accurate information to help the public, business and civic leaders, and the government make critical choices and work together more effectively.  From individual citizens and community organizations to elected officials and managers in the public and private sectors, we need to know how we are doing, to track progress and make comparisons, and to make good decisions in the context of limited resources.  This requires a coherent, focused national effort with broad and diverse participation in its design, implementation and use. 

The proposed Key National Indicators Initiative (KNII) is a private-public collaboration designed to address the problem of limited, fragmented, and incomplete data by providing a single, trusted, fact-based and user-friendly source of up-to-date data on a wide-range of issues.  The KNII was designed from the start with broad and deep input from stakeholders (business, government, non-profits, advocacy groups, and citizens). 

As envisioned, the KNII would consist of five core components: 

· ongoing input from key stakeholders regarding three core domains—the economy (e.g., employment, consumption, productivity, infrastructure, money, business, government), the environment (e.g., water, air, ecosystems), and people (e.g., health, shelter, education, safety, families, civic engagement, culture);  

· assembling and presenting data (initially using existing data) with attention to topics and comparisons that key stakeholders need to make better informed choices including comparisons based on geography and various demographic characteristics (e.g., ethnicity, income level); 

· creating, maintaining and promoting a state-of-the art, interactive web site that would allow users of different types (e.g., citizens, journalists, advocacy groups, policy makers) to access data on the topic and in the form that most closely meets their individual needs; 

· regular and timely communication of the information in the form of “State of the USA” reports, press releases, e-mail alerts and conferences; and 

· ongoing assessment of the initiative designed to measure its impact and improve its utility. 

Over the next 18-24 months, the National Academies will lead a developmental and start-up period to continue to refine and begin to implement the KNII by undertaking the following: 

· Continue to assess the current state and quality of existing national, state, local, and (as appropriate) international data that is or could be used as indicators and identify significant gaps in data.

· Obtain targeted input from stakeholders in each of the three core domains through a series or roundtable discussions and focus groups, and develop a proposed set of indicators for each domain.  

· Continue to obtain broad input from key organizations on the design, structure, utility, and dissemination of the KNII through periodic National Coordinating Committee meetings. 

· Design, test and refine a prototype website.

· Identify other communications strategies to reach target audiences including thematic reports, conferences and town hall meetings, and regular e-mail alerts. 

· Assess the potential use and utility of KNII by target audiences. 

· Develop an organizational and long-term financing plan for expanding and sustaining the Key National Indicators Initiative.

Organizations that have participated in planning for the KNII to date include: 

· Alliance for Children and Families

· American Society of Public Administration

· Center for Public Integrity

· Family Research Council

· Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies

· Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 

· Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation

· National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration 

· National Bureau of Economic Research

· National Federation of Independent Business

· National League of Cities

· Private Sector Council 

· The AFL-CIO

· The Association of American Universities 

· The Brookings Institution

· The Conference Board

· The Council for Excellence in Government

· The Heritage Foundation 

· The International City/County Management Association 

· The National Academy of Public Administration 

· The National Association of State Budsget Officers

· The National Association of Asian-American Professionals 

· The National Conference of State Legislatures

· U.S. Conference of Mayors

For further information about KNII contact Jane L. Ross, jross@nas.edu. 
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Allen Lomax


      Peter Guerrero 

Organization:  US General Accounting Office

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  Key National Indicators

Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​__X_
other:  Information on the state of the practice on indicator systems and development of a research agenda involving indicator systems. 

Current Status:   ___   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

The Congress and the general public.

Brief Description (Means):

See below.
Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

In February 2003, GAO in cooperation with The National Academies hosted a forum on Key National Indicators.  The purpose of the forum was to discuss whether and how to develop a set of key national indicators for the United States.  Forum participants included a diverse group of national leaders who were producers and users of public information.   The summary of the forum discussion was captured in the report--Forum on Key National Indicators:  Assessing the Nation’s Position and Progress (GAO-03-672SP)—published in May 2003.  This forum served as a catalyst for the formation of the Key National Indicators Initiative National Coordinating Committee--a private-public collaboration.  

GAO is currently addressing three congressional requests for information on indicator systems.  One request by the Chairman, Subcommittee on Science, Technology and Space, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, U.S. Senate involves the following objectives: 

· Assess the state of the knowledge base in the U.S. and abroad— with emphasis on comprehensive systems with social and cultural components. 

· Determine what are the implications for the U.S. 

· Identify what Congress could do to institute a more balanced and comprehensive indicator system, including specific options, related costs, possible impact, and risks.

The second request is from the Chairman of the House Science Committee and the Chairman and Ranking Minority member of the Subcommittee on Environment, Technology and Standards, House Science Committee.  The objective of this request is to describe the state of the knowledge base on environmental and natural resources indicator systems with an emphasis on efforts to develop, use and refine them. 

The third request is from the Great Lakes Task Force, comprised of Senate and House membership.  The objective of this request is to describe what indicators and monitoring are needed and how EPA’s environmental indicators can be tailored to the Great Lakes. 

Also, GAO is developing a research agenda on indicator systems to identify the constraints and knowledge gaps involving indicator systems and research needed to overcome these constraints and/or knowledge gaps.  

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

Forum on Key National Indicators:  Assessing the Nation’s Position and Progress (GAO-03-672SP)  (www.gao.gov) 

Contact information:

Allen Lomax, Senior Analyst, Strategic Issues

Address:  441 G Street NW, Room 2908

                Washington, DC 20548

Telephone: 202-512-2803

E-mail:  lomaxa@gao.gov
Peter Guerrero, Director, Physical Infrastructure

Address:  441 G Street NW, Room 2T23

                Washington, DC 20548

Telephone: 202-512-4907

E-mail:  guerrerop@gao.gov 
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Participant Profile
Name(s):    
Troy Anderson and Pat Simmons (Fannie Mae Foundation)

Tom Kingsley and Kathy Pettit (The Urban Institute)

Organizations:  Fannie Mae Foundation 

with The Urban Institute, Vinq, and BCT Partners

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  KnowledgePlex Community Data System (CDS)

Nature of Effort:

__X_
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

_X__   tabular data
_X__   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include:   tracts, zip codes, counties, states, places, MSAs

primary data sets include:  For sub-city geographies: Decennial Census 1990 and 2000, HMDA, IRS, INS immigration data, Section 8 expiring use and other HUD datasets, county/zip business patterns, FDIC institutions

For larger geographies:  CPS, LAUS, AHS, NAR sales data and many others

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_X__
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

(metadata tool, long-term plan for syndication or co-branding of CDS capabilities)

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   ___   in operation
   __X_   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant): NA
Purpose and Audience (Ends):

The CDS will be a central clearinghouse for a variety of housing and demographic data, complementing the current information on affordable housing and community development currently available at KnowledgePlex.  The Fannie Mae Foundation’s objective is for the CDS to serve as a key component for a national information infrastructure for the affordable housing and community development industry, including policy makers, practitioners, and researchers.

Brief Description (Means):

The Community Data System (CDS) will provide access to a variety of housing and demographic data at geographic scales ranging from the neighborhood to the nation.  The CDS will provide multiple indicator display formats (e.g., maps, tables, and charts) that are understandable for diverse KnowledgePlex audiences.  Along with the data displayed, CDS will contain aids to facilitate data use, such as metadata, analytic guidebooks, and illustrative analyses; housing data books and housing market reports; and a directory of housing data resources on the Web.
Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

The Fannie Mae Foundation has contracted with several organizations to develop CDS.   The Urban Institute is providing the dataset content and user guides for the site, with Andrew Reamer preparing the links section.   Vinq will be developing the web platform, with BCT Partners doing the user testing.   At this point, several nationwide data sets have been acquired, and indicators chosen and prepared.  We expect to have an initial version of the site by the end of the year.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):  NA
Contact information:

Troy Anderson or Pat Simmons, Fannie Mae Foundation

Address:  4000 Wisconsin Ave., NW, North Tower, Suite One, Washington, DC 20016

Telephone: 202-274-8000

E-mail: tanderson@fanniemaefoundation.org; psimmons@fanniemaefoundation.org

Tom Kingsley or Kathy Pettit, The Urban Institute

Address:  2100 M Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037

Telephone:  (202) 261-5585 / (202) 261-5670

E-mail: tkingsle@ui.urban.org; kpettit@ui.urban.org
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Participant Profile
Name(s): Robert Dollison

Organization: Federal Geographic Data Committee
Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  Geospatial One-Stop

Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_X__
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   _X__   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant): www.geodata.gov
Purpose and Audience (Ends):

The goal of Geospatial One-Stop is to make it easier, faster and less expensive for all levels of government and the public to access geospatial information.  Geospatial One-Stop will improve the ability of government to utilize geospatial information to support the business of government and support decision-making.

Brief Description (Means):

The Office of Management and Budget through a variety of efforts is addressing needs for increased leveraging of geospatial information and technology investments. Major Agency program initiatives such as Census Modernization, The National Map, the National Integrated Land System, FEMA Multi-Hazard Mapping and others are promoting new strategies for multi-party data development that contribute to our common geography infrastructure.  Data produced in compliance with policies, practices and standards becomes part of the common infrastructure and increases the value of America’s data resources.  Geospatial One-Stop was designed to expedite the realization of this common infrastructure.

The major tasks associated with the project are:

· A web-based Portal for one-stop access to maps, data and other geospatial data and services (www.geodata.gov)
· A collaborative process to develop data content standards ensuring consistency among data sets and allowing governments to share data and integrate multiple sources of information

· An easy-to-access inventory of currently available data collected by Federal agencies 

· A planned data investment marketplace that will allow State and local governments to combine resources with Federal agencies on future plans
Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

At the start of the project, based on the substantial investment of state and local governments in the collection and management of geospatial data, an Intergovernmental Board of Directors composed of state, local, tribal and Federal representatives was established to govern the Geospatial One Stop initiative. This Intergovernmental Board helps provide guidance on the direction of the project and ensures dialogue among the levels of government making major investments in geospatial information.

In fiscal year 2003 major efforts of the project focused on  1) publishing drafts of ‘framework standards’ to submitt to the American National Standards process and, 2) the launching an operation prototype of the Geospatial One-Stop portal .To ensure its standards efforts were not viewed only from a ‘federal prospective’, Geospatial One-Stop, aggressively solicited national input from all stakeholders through its Board of Directors, the FGDC and their various outreach vehicles (newsletters, conferences, email lists and existing GIS working groups).  This effort was successful in encouraging involvement from the Board’s  constituents with Over 500 participants from Federal, State, local, tribal and the private sector sighing up to help write, review or comment on the developing draft standards. The initial implementation of the portal, geodata.gov, was launched in June of 2003.  The portal was designed to facilitate publishing and searching of metadata, as well as enable viewing live web mapping services. This effort also inclued the an initial ‘virtual’ partnership market place populated from the inventory of federal planned investments.

In fiscal year 2004 the project’s major activities have been to enhance the portal’s basic functionality and establish automated metadata ‘harvesting’ procedures that will allow the Geospatial One-Stop portal to harvest of over 150 geospatial data clearinghouse nodes of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  In addition to kicking off the harvesting process, Geospatial One-Stop has been developing the requirements for the procurement for version 2 of the portal.  The procurement is anticipated by the end of this calendar year.

Summary of major milestones accomplished to date:

· Intergovernmental Board of Directors Established – September 2002

· Version 1 of Portal, Geodata.gov, deployed in June, 2003

· Inventory of Existing Federal Geospatial Data Holdings Complete – March 2003

· Planned Geodata Investments Posting – Initial Postings Complete – May, 2003

· Completed Transportation Pilot – Encoding and Testing the Implementation of the Road Content Standard – August 2003

· Transmitted Draft Framework Standards to ANSI for review – September 2003

· Local Government geodata and policy survey distributed and completed – October, 2003

· Definitions for Interoperable Geospatial Portal Components submitted to GSA for inclusion in the GSA IT schedule, January 2004 

· Data Category or ‘Channel’ Stewards established for 17 major data categories 

· Geospatial One-Stop, the Federal Geographic Data Committee and The National Map combine their FY04 grant funds to help leverage federal resources in building local capacity and furthering coordination. Released in April 2004

Over the next four months basic enhancements to the current operational portal will be released, and the content and number of network providers of metadata will grow significantly as active metadata harvesting begins. Geospatial One-Stop has a goal of harvesting 150 clearinghouse nodes of metadata between June and the end of September 2004.  In addition, the ‘Data Categories’ will be organized and populated with featured content to facilitate the goal of ‘two clicks to content’.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

www.geo-one-stop.gov  and at www.fgdc.gov 

Contact information:

Address: 

Robert M. Dollison

Geospatial One-Stop/FGDC

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 590


Reston, VA 20192

Telephone:  (703) 648-5724

E-mail: rdollison@fgdc.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s):


Billy Tolar

Organization:


USGS (National Atlas Team)

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:


National Atlas of the United States of America®
Nature of Effort:

_X__
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
_X__   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   _X__   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):

nationalatlas.gov

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

Audiences include the general public, educators, and mapping professionals.

Brief Description (Means):

Work on a new National Atlas of the United States® began in 1997.  This Atlas updates a broad collection of paper maps that was published in 1970.  The new Atlas delivers easy-to-use digital and paper maps that portray natural and socio-cultural landscapes of the United States of America.  Although it cannot provide detailed information, the online National Atlas directs users to other sources, such as information produced by its many partners.  Development of The National Atlas of the United States of America® is led by the U.S. Geological Survey, with headquarters in Reston, Virginia (near Washington, D.C.).

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

Introduction

In 1970, The National Atlas of the United States of America® was published. It was a 400-page, oversized, 12-pound collection of maps that portrayed national conditions of the mid-1960's. In 1997, work began on a new and innovative National Atlas. This new edition includes both electronic and paper map products and it exploits information presentation, access,and delivery technologies that didn't exist in 1970.

A New National View

The National Atlas of the United States® is intended to provide a comprehensive, map-like view into the enormous wealth of data collected by the Federal Government. The new National Atlas:

- delivers authoritative views of scientific, societal, and historical information, 

- provides easy-to-use tools to display, manipulate, and query National Atlas data so that customers can produce their own relevant information, 

- makes this information more accessible to individual Americans, 

- provides a showcase for the geospatial data collected by Federal agencies, 

- includes links to current and real-time events and to other Federal producers of geospatial information, and 

- furnishes a national framework of well-maintained and documented base cartographic data for use by others. 

A Different and Improved National Atlas

How does the new National Atlas differ from the earlier edition? There are many dissimilarities between the two, but three are noteworthy. First, though high-quality maps will continue to be a product of the Atlas, this effort is concentrated on producing compelling and useful digital products. Second, the audience for this Atlas is quite different. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and its partners are cooperatively producing an Atlas that is intended as an essential reference for all computer users - not just the scientists and decisionmakers who are our traditional customers. And finally, the new National Atlas uses technologies that didn't exist in 1970. These technologies include desktop mapping, multimedia, geographic information systems, and the World Wide Web.

New Products

The National Atlas of the United States includes five distinct products and services. In addition to providing high-quality, small-scale maps, the Atlas includes authoritative national geospatial and geostatistical data sets. Examples of digital geospatial data include soils, county boundaries, volcanoes, and watersheds. Crime patterns, population distribution, and incidence of disease are examples of geostatistical data. This information is tied to specific geographic areas and is categorized and indexed using different methods, such as county, State, and zip code boundaries or geographic coordinates like latitude and longitude. These data are collected and integrated to a consistent set of standards for reliability.

The Atlas includes easy-to use online interactive maps. You can use your favorite Web browser to display, print, and query custom-made maps. These maps include links to related sites on the Internet for more up-to-date, real-time, and regional data information. The new Atlas also includes dynamic multimedia maps designed to animate and illustrate our changing Nation. Finally, the National Atlas includes both documentation for the each map layer and articles that describe why the data were collected and how they have been used. 

New Customers

In the early 1970's, The National Atlas of the United States of America was typically found in the reference collections of libraries across the United States. Educators and government organizations were also primary customers for the original publication. Because the sales price was $100, not many Americans were adding the Atlas to their home libraries. The new National Atlas is designed for individuals and organizations who own powerful home computers. This is not a group of customers that is typically addressed by Federal mapping programs and products. Therefore, we have formed strategic alliances with commercial partners to assess customer expectations of a National Atlas. New products and services will result from these innovative partnerships between industry and government.

For more information, please contact:

National Atlas

U.S. Geological Survey

508 National Center

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, Virginia 20192

atlasmail@usgs.gov

For information on USGS products and services, call 1-888-ASK-USGS.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

The Library of Congress has an online repository of the maps from the 1970 National Atlas at:

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/gmd:@field(TITLE+@od1(The+national+atlas+of+the+United+States+of+America+))

Contact information:

Address:

The National Atlas of the United States®
561 National Center

Reston VA  20192

Telephone: 703-648-7759

E-mail: btolar@usgs.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s): Enrique Gomez

Organization: Census Bureau

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting: Integrated Dissemination System
Nature of Effort:

_X_
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

_X__   tabular data
_X_   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

_X_ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   ___   in operation
   ___   under construction     _X_  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):

Purpose and Audience (Ends):  The US Census Bureau is currently planning its next generation dissemination program.  The overall goal of the program is to increase the value of Census Bureau data (and possibly data from other sources) by:

–enhancing end-user satisfaction with dissemination services and products

–making that data available to more people and organizations

–integrating existing data sources

Brief Description (Means): TBD

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:  

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

http://www.census.gov/procur/www/ids/ids.html 

Contact information: E. Enrique Gomez

Address: US Census Bureau 

Washington, DC 20233

Telephone: 301-763-3007

E-mail:evelio.Enrique.Gomez@census.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Cavan Capps
Organization:  The DataWeb Group, U.S. Census Bureau

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:

Nature of Effort:

__x_
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

__x_   tabular data
__x_   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include:  include all census political geography

primary data sets include:  federal and state data published by partners

_x__ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_x__
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   __x_   in operation
   __x_   under construction     __x_  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):  www.theDataWeb.org
Purpose and Audience (Ends):

This effort is an ongoing project that is developing a basic technical framework for statistical data sources over the Internet. It consists software that supports a network of databases, data manipulation and display services, mapping resources, other tools and interfaces that allow analysts to do online data analysis and develop websites from the network of data sources participating in this infrastructure.

Brief Description (Means):

The system consists of free ware components that work with most commercial or free “open source” data bases or mapping systems. We have a comprehensive metadata facility designed to facilitate analytical use, and integration of data across political agencies and topics. We have a generalized political geographic meta data system that is designed to facilitate generalized mapping. The system integrates either commercial ESRI ARCIMS or free “open source” mapping facilities. Rules for complex tabulation of individual record data (Microdata) or aggregate data (macro data) are supported and generalized. The system is fully distributed and runs on Microsoft, Linux, Sun, Mac and RS600 systems.  The system supports most commercial and “open source” data bases. The system can be used to access data in a data base that is being used as proprietary corporate website, without disrupting that website, providing a secondary distribution channel for that agency’s data. The required software are Java, Tomcat, and MySQL, which are all free and require no license.
Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

This project evolved out of a joint U.S. Census, Bureau of Labor Statistics data sharing effort started nine years ago. It was mandated in the beginning to serve as a way of providing internal and public access the household data collected by Census Bureau for internal programs and for surveys collected by the Census Bureau for other agencies. As a result the system was designed to be a generalized data delivery system from its initial conception. As work with state and local agencies developed, the system evolved from a website to a tool set that is developed to facilitate data integration from different elements of government. Since the system was designed to network computers from different locations and representing different data sources and focuses, the system was developed to be free-ware and open source in order to facilitate multi-agency participation in the network. Since the sheer number of data sets becoming available, and since millions of data variables coming on-line in the system, the decision was made to make the analyst the target audience rather than the lay public. We provide tools that allow the analyst to easily create their own websites for the lay public or policy audience that they deem appropriate.  We hope to extend the role of analysts as information creators and as facilitators to relevant data and data driven insight.

We hope to extend our collaboration with more partners and extend the role and relevance of the federal statistical effort.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available): www.TheDataWeb.org
Contact information:

Address: Cavan Capps


   Room 1239 FOB 3


   4600 Silver Hill Rd


   Washington D.C.  20233-8400

Telephone: 301-763-4448

E-mail:       Cavan.Paul.Capps@Census.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s): Brand Niemann
Organization: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Co-Chair of the CIO Council’s Semantic (Web Services) Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP)
Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting: New Paradigms for Community Statistical Systems Using Semantic XML Web Services Nodes and Networks
Nature of Effort:

_X_
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

_X_   tabular data
_X_   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: All

primary data sets include:  Census, EPA, and USGS (LandView 6)

_X_ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_X_
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   _X_   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant): http://web-services.gov, http://www.sdi.gov, and http://landview.census.gov
Purpose and Audience (Ends): The use of eXtensible Markup Languages (XML) and Semantic Web Services are suggested and illustrated as a new paradigm for community statistical systems to make them interoperable so reuse and integration within and across domains of interest and communities of practice are more likely to occur. Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG), Geography Markup Language (GML), and LandView 6, a viewer for spatial (administrative) databases, are also introduced for the same purpose.
Brief Description (Means):

Indicators are usually expressed in graphical form based on data tables that should have metadata (data about the data) which are usually embedded in documents that need to be Semantic Web Services that can be searched (find what expect to find), discovered (find what you don’t expect to find), and exploited (reused).

Indicator data needs to be interoperable to facilitate:

(1) reuse (e.g. in statistics we should ask: compared to what?); and

(2) integration within and across domains of interest and communities of practice.

eXtensible Markup Language (XML), XML Web Services, and Semantic Web Services help accomplish those needs as will be illustrated in this presentation.

We want to move simultaneously from static to dynamic Web Services and from interoperable syntax (XML) to interoperable semantics (RDF and OWL).

We want to virtually centralize the content instead of physically centralizing the content (e.g. leave it distributed and connect it over the Internet).

We want to build a fully distributed indicator management system for the Council on Environmental Quality based on the work for the Interagency Working Group on Sustainable Development Indicators at http://www.sdi.gov.

A good example is our work with the Annual Statistical Abstract, which is an XML content collections consisting of the conversion of about 50 PDF files and 1500 Excel files with their metadata, which could be distributed back to the 200 some statistical programs that contribute to it each year to eliminate most of the manual aggregation that is done by the Census Bureau each year, to make it a “living and reusable” document. Another example is the EPA Report on the Environment, 2003.
Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

Status of Web Service Nodes Pilots (as of May 4, 2004):

Key National Indicators Forum Report (GAO): Completed

Key National Indicators Web Site (NAS): Completed

Annual Statistical Abstract of the United States, 2003 (FedStats): In process

LandView 6 (Census, EPA, and USGS): In process

Jacksonville Community Council 2003 Quality of Life Progress Report (CD-ROM): In process

The Boston Foundation: 2002 Indicators Report: In process

Others to be selected
Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

New Paradigms for Community Statistical Systems Session 13, Friday, March 12th, 3:30 – 5 p.m., Panel Presenter: Brand Niemann, US EPA. The 2004 National Community Indicators Conference: Advances in the Science & Practice of Community Indicators, Eldorado Hotel, Reno, Nevada, March 10-13, 2004.

See http://web-services.gov/bniemann31204.ppt

Contact information:

Address: US EPA Headquarters, EPA West Building (14th and Constitution Avenue), Mail Code: 2833T, Room 5219P, 1301 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460. Telephone: 202-566-1657. E-mail: niemann.brand@epa.gov
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Participant Profile

Name(s): Susan Turnbull

Organization: U.S. General Services Administration, Co-Chair, Social, Economic and Workforce Implications of IT and IT Workforce Development Coordinating Group of the Interagency Committee on IT Research & Development, and member, Categorizing Government Information WG of the Interagency Committee on Government Information

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting: Collaborative Expedition Workshops : Realizing Citizen-Centric Government  

Nature of Effort:

__
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

__   tabular data
__   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

__ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_X_
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

___
other:

Current Status:   _X_   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL:  http://ua-exp.gov, http://www.itrd.gov, http://www.gsa.gov/intergov, http://www.cio.gov/documents/ICGI.html 
Purpose and Audience (Ends): The GSA Office of Intergovernmental Solutions (OIS) hosts monthly Collaborative Expedition workshops to advance the quality of citizen-government dialogue and collaborations at the crossroads of intergovernmental initiatives, Communities of Practice, Federal IT research and IT user agencies.  The workshops seek to advance collaborative innovations in government and community services such as emergency preparedness, environmental monitoring, health care and law enforcement.  

The workshops serve individuals and policy-makers from government, business, and non-government organizations to practice an emerging societal form, Intergovernmental Communities of Practice (CoPs), in light of the Citizen-Centric Government goal of the President’s Management Agenda and the Public Information Access provisions of the E-government Act of 2002.  

Each workshop organizes participation around a common purpose, larger than any institution, including government.  By learning how to appreciate multiple perspectives around potentials and realities of this larger “purpose”, subsequent actions by individuals representing many forms of expertise, can be better expressed in unique and shared settings.  By centering around people and the "whole system" challenges they organize around, IT design and development processes can mature with less risk and greater national yield of breakthrough performance innovations. 

Brief Description (Means):

Workshop sponsors beyond GSA are:1) Architecture and Infrastructure Committee of the Federal CIO Council and 2) National Coordination Office of the Interagency Committee on IT R&D (Social, Economic and Workforce Implications of IT and IT Workforce Development (SEW) Coordinating Group).  Sponsors value this “frontier outpost” to open up quality conversations, augmented by information technology, that leverage the collaborative capacity of united and diverse Americans seeking to discover, frame, and act on national potentials.  The monthly, open workshops (no fee) are hosted at the National Science Foundation, Ballston, VA.  All workshop presentations and findings (thirty-two workshops over the past three years) are posted at http://ua-exp.gov.  

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

During early formative months, workshop participants collaboratively wrote a guide, Extending Digital Dividends: Public Goods and Services that Work for All, published in May 2002.  The guide highlights three promising enterprise tools toward Citizen-Centric Government:  1) Voice Application Networks (including N11 services), 2) XML, and 3) Networked Improvement Communities.  The guide is available in an XML-based, talking e-book that supportsVoiceXML, demonstrating a breakthrough in access and navigation of structured government information by phone.  A quarterly Emerging Components Conference (http://componenttechnology.org) has also been established to assist CoPs see innovation possibilities of agile services frameworks earlier in their development.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

Index to all workshops:http://sine.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?ExpeditionWorkshops

Sample rendition of range of organizations participating in April 28 Taxonomies workshop: http://www.adaptiveavenue.com/performer.asp?rendition=Taxonomies

Contact information:

Address: US General Services Administration, 1800 F ST NW, Room 5224, Wash. DC 20405, Telephone: 202-501-6214. E-mail: susan.turnbull@gsa.gov 
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Participant Profile
Name(s): Joseph Ferreira, Jr.
Organization: Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:

(1) Intelligent Middleware for Understanding Neighborhood Markets

(1) Virtual Regional Data Repositories

Nature of Effort:

I’m interested in prototyping and testing intelligent middleware approaches for sharing data within metropolitan areas. The goals are (1) to be more effective, scalable, and sustainable than the traditional ‘data center’ approach, (2) to use tools and methods that provide a mechanism for accumulating local knowledge about neighborhood-scale land use, ownership, and market potential, and (3) to use that knowledge to re-interpret administrative datasets and develop customized analyses of neighborhood conditions and market potential. 

Current Status:   
Current work involve MIT, the Boston Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), the Boston Foundation, MassGIS, and Boston’s Department of Neighborhood Development.  Initial efforts are being funded in part through the Brookings Institution’s Urban Markets Initiative.

URL (if relevant): 

None, yet, for this project.  http://ortho.mit.edu is an example of past projects that involved geoprocessing web services conforming to Open GIS Consortium and FGDC protocols. 

Purpose and Audience (Ends): 

The collaborators include local and regional agencies with in-house GIS expertise and significant experience acting as ‘data centers’.  These agencies are ready and willing to collaborate with MIT in the development and testing of data-intermediary approaches that can facilitate both horizontal data sharing across agencies and towns and vertical data sharing among regional, local, and neighborhood organizations.  They have been working for several years with the Boston Foundation as local partners in the National Neighborhood Indicator Partnership and they are interested in methods that can enhance the reusability of administrative data and streamline its integration with locally generated neighborhood data, to permit customization of neighborhood indicators and analyses.

Brief Description (Means):

The project develops and tests prototype tools and methods for sharing and augmenting the data needed to understand neighborhood markets and community development options.  University expertise is tapped to design next-generation tools for data sharing.  University researchers, local and regional agencies, and community organizations collaborate closely in prototype development and in several workshop and class projects that test the practicality of the new methods.  Advisory Board input and continued involvement in related national efforts provide useful input and several outreach and communication channels. 

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

MIT and MAPC are beginning the Urban Markets Initiative project on July 1.  MAPC is in the initial stages of developing a ‘regional data repository’ and hope to use ‘next generation’ community statistical system approaches in order to make more of a ‘virtual’ data center with distributed data repository and an MAPC focus on value-added middleware.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available): 
(not yet)

Contact information:

Address:

Prof. Joseph Ferreira, Jr.

MIT Room 9-532

77 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, Massachusetts

02139-4307

Telephone: 617.253.7410; Fax: 617.253.3625
E-mail: jf@mit.edu
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Cynthia Taeuber

Organization:  until 06/01/04: Census Bureau; 06/02/04 and after:  University of Baltimore

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort:    

(1) American Community Survey; and

(2) Local Employment Dynamics program

(3) Administrative records and consistent metadata

Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include: 

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_X__
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   _X__   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):  

(1)  American Community Survey:  http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
(2)  Local Employment Dynamics:  http://lehd.dsd.census.gov/led/00/
(3)  Research issues related to using administrative records:  http://www.ubalt.edu/jfi/jfc/publications.htm
Purpose and Audience (Ends):

The ACS and LED are directed towards data users at the national, state, and local levels.

The American Community Survey is a new nationwide survey designed to provide communities a fresh look at how their demographic, social, economic, and housing characteristics change.  It is a critical element in the Census Bureau's reengineered 2010 census plan.

The LED Program at the Census Bureau, together with its state partners, provides new information – the Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI) – on Local Employment Dynamics, according to industry and demographic characteristics.

Research using historical and routinely updated files of confidential administrative records has been directed towards statistical issues in making comparisons across data sets (particularly with national surveys such as the ACS), the use of surveys and administrative records in community statistical systems, and the need for consistent metadata standards.  The result is to urge the policy and research communities to document and become informed about obvious and less apparent differences among data sources.  
Brief Description (Means):

(1) The American Community Survey is distributed through the Census Bureau’s American FactFinder.  (2) The QWIs from the LED program are distributed currently through the program’s test website. (3) Confidential administrative records are typically available at the state and local levels on a limited basis and typically, metadata is rarely available in an organized format and formats across areas are not consistent.

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

ACS test data available and full implementation begins in 2005.  LED statistics updated quarterly for participating states.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

See websites listed above.

Contact information:

Address: Jacob France Institute, University of Baltimore

1420 North Charles St.

Baltimore, MD  21201-5779

Telephone:  410 837 6551

E-mail:  ctaeuber@ubmail.ubalt.edu
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Susan Schechter

Organization:  Office of Management and Budget

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  Interagency Committee for the American Community Survey

Nature of Effort:

__x
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​___
other:

Current Status:   __x_   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant): www.census.gov

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

Brief Description (Means):

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

Contact information:

Address: 725 17th Street, Room 10201 Washington DC 20503 

(note:  OMB does not regularly receive mail).

Telephone: 202-395-5103

E-mail:susan_schechter@omb.eop.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s):
Pari Sabety


Organization:   Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy, Brookings Institution

Title:     Urban Markets Initiative
Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

_xx_
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​_xx__
other:  Support development of new data access tools and “next generation” data infrastructure to make data on urban markets that enhance the ability of local groups to access and use neighborhood market data to facilitate and incentivize investment in U.S. cities.

Current Status:   xx_   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL:   www.brookings.edu/urban

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

The mission of the Urban Markets Initiative is to address the market imperfections resulting from the urban information gap: inaccurate or incomplete information on urban areas.  It will address these issues by intervening at strategic points to:

· Make urban data transparent and accessible: Address the need for easily understood and usable information portraying the unique characteristics of urban areas that will allow their residents, business, industry, government and community-based organizations to make market decisions that will benefit urban areas.

· Build healthy urban communities: Leverage information used by urban residents, businesses and community organizations to build a robust urban investment climate, a vibrant labor market and provide urban residents with strong connections to the economic mainstream.

Brief Description (Means):

Two program components of UMI’s work are most relevant to this group:

· Pilot Projects:  UMI is funding pilot projects in the field to develop innovative information tools that extend and improve the efficiency of markets so that they better include inner city areas and their residents.  The goal of these projects is to create replicable models for using information to drive market investment and build individual, family and community assets.  In the recently completed round of funding, one project is a “test case” of the potential of establishing systemic shared federal-local partnerships in community data.  In cooperation with Census, the project will show how metadata must be structured, the processes and tools required to fuse heterogeneous datasets and the speed with which topical interfaces across content domains can be constructed.

· Federal Information Agenda:  Given the preponderance of Federal data of interest to investors that move urban markets, UMI will act as a champion for the accessibility and usability of federal, state and local data that can identify inner-city business opportunities and promote business development and thriving urban markets.  UMI will work closely with public, private and nonprofit leaders to advocate implementation of open data policies, long term data sharing agreements and other methods to open access to government data for researchers, neighborhood developers, practitioners, and industry experts.  

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

The Brookings Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy launched the Urban Markets Initiative (UMI) with funding from Living Cities, Inc. in March 2003. Their belief was that the Urban Markets Initiative is critical to the future of America’s cities because information is a critical component of today’s market-based economy.  It drives market patterns on business location, private investment and product development. It has become the key lever by which firms lower costs, boost productivity, and communicate in enterprises, whether they are local specialty retail stores or far-flung global project teams and sourcing networks.  It drives consumer decisions on housing, employment and transportation.   And it shapes national policy debates on issues as diverse as welfare, workforce and financial services.  In all of these cases, firms, retailers, consumers, government, workers, residents, and community-based organizations use information to make thousands of investment decisions every day.

The growing importance of information in high performance, efficient markets places urban areas at a distinct disadvantage.  Cities, urban neighborhoods, their businesses and residents generally do not have access to information that is timely, reliable, and accessible as they make investment decisions.  This urban information gap means that the assets of low-income people and neighborhoods frequently go unrecognized and untapped.  Site-location firms, for example, consistently undervalue the purchasing power and retail potential of inner city neighborhoods.  Mayors, community development corporations and others miss opportunities to use federal investments to connect local residents to the financial mainstream and strengthen family incomes.

The Urban Markets Initiative will seek to close this urban information gap.  By working closely with government agencies and private and nonprofit leaders, it will:

· Build a compelling intellectual case for the potential to overcome under-investment and drive positive change in urban markets by providing access to information that is timely, reliable and complete. 

· Create replicable models for using information to drive market investment and build individual, family and community assets through demonstrations and pilot projects.  

· Make data on the assets of urban neighborhoods transparent and accessible.

UMI will unify fragmented urban information initiatives that will take them to scale and maximize their impact in urban communities across the U.S.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

Contact information:

Pari Sabety, Director

Urban Markets Initiative

Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy

Brookings Institution

1775 Massachusetts Ave NW
Washington DC 20036-2188

psabety@brookings.edu

T: 202 797 4397

F: 202 797 2965
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Bruce Cahan
Organization: Urban Logic, Inc., a New York nonprofit organization
Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  Sustainable Resiliency™ , GASB-34 & Spatial Data Finance
Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​_X__
other:

Current Status:   ___   in operation
   ___   under construction     __X_  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

Sustainable resiliency™ would align benchmarks for the health and capacity of urban infrastructure and supporting networks of people, technology and organizations.  Through it, cities and other issuers of bond debt would receive improved credit ratings for programs that achieve measurable improvements in sustainable resiliency™ , thereby providing new revenues to make improvements required for environmental, homeland security and other purposes.

Brief Description (Means):

See above

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

Sustainable resiliency™ grew out of Bruce Cahan’s experience at the Command Center in responding to the 9/11 attacks in New York City.  It combines his 10+ years of work in government technology, government accounting, spatial data policy and other areas.  

Currently, the project plan includes:

· Reviewing how existing benchmarking schema might be adapted

· Seeking common metadata on community statistical system datasets

· Designing a set of tools for extracting sustainable resiliency™ measures

· Planning for a suitable set of financial services offerings to leverage the sustainable resiliency™ performance of municipal borrowers
· Seeking partners and co-funders
Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

Contact information:  Bruce Cahan

Address:  
Urban Logic, Inc.

1330 Avenue of the Americas – Suite 2200

New York NY 10019

Telephone: 
(212) 399-9700

E-mail:

bcahan@urbanlogic.org

Visioning a Nationwide Infrastructure for Community Statistics

Community Statistical Systems Network

May 27, 2004

Participant Profile
Name(s): Barbara Harris
Organization: U.S. Census Bureau

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting: Census Information Center Program
Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​_x__
other: Provide input on the role of data intermediaries to help local communities use tools to access on-line statistical systems

Current Status:   __x_   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant): http://www.census.gov/clo/www/cic.html 

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

The Census Information Centers (CICs) are a network of data intermediaries established by the US Census Bureau to increase access and use of its data in underserved communities. CICs focus on communities and organizations representing race and ethnic minorities, minority-serving colleges and universities, think tanks, at-risk children and families, rural populations, etc. 

Brief Description (Means): The proliferation in the development of tools by Federal Government agencies and others, are revolutionizing the way local communities access data.  Many communities and community-based organizations are going to need either data intermediaries to get the data to them or are going to need training so that they can do so themselves.

CICs are in a unique position to take the lead in this effort. The CICs are a network of 52 data intermediaries located in 25 states and 42 major cities. They can train and educate local communities on the next generation of CSS. CICs have a long history of successfully using federal and local statistics to change the conditions in underserved communities. They have used national and local statistics to help communities and minority business rebuild after 911; established empowerment zones; obtain youth services and after school facilities; measure the effectiveness of crime prevention programs in public housing; and help link children and families to public services.

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:  CICs are being trained on a number of national statistical tools like DataFerrett, LandView, and others to prepare them to help others.  Plans are to develop train-the-trainer guides and materials for use by all CICs. 

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available): 

List of CICs: http://www.census.gov/clo/www/cic.html 

Examples of CIC work: http://www.census.gov/mso/www/casestudies/inPDF.html
Contact information:

Address: U.S. Census Bureau 

Customer Liaison Office

Room 3616-3

Washington, DC 20233

Telephone: (301) 763-6678

E-mail:barbara.a.harris@census.gov
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Participant Profile
Name(s):            Tom Kingsley

Organization:     Urban Institute
Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:              

  

     National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership


Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​_X__
other:

Network to develop and assist local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in statistical systems

Current Status:   __X_   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):        www.urban.org/NNIP

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

Purpose: further the development and use of neighborhood information systems in local policy making and community building 

Audience:  local and national groups with interest in indicators systems and using data for policy and program development

Brief Description (Means):

Conduct cross-site policy research; prepare tools and guides; assemble information on innovations in the field; operate many mechanisms for dissemination (web site; email listserve; conferences and workshops); promote the development of new local data intermediaries and help them get started. 

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans: Started in 1995.  See http://www.urban.org/NNIP for details

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available): See http://www.urban.org/NNIP 

Contact information:

Address:
The Urban Institute, 2100 M. St. NW, Washington, DC 20037

Telephone:
202-261-5586

E-mail:

tkingsle@ui.urban.org
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Participant Profile
Name(s):  Andrew Reamer

Organization:   Community Statistical Systems Network

Title or Subject of Initiative, Project, Program, or Other Effort Relevant to Meeting:  Next Generation CSS Working Group

Nature of Effort:

___
system for on-line delivery of nationwide local area data to individual users

___   tabular data
___   mapped data 

geographic units (e.g., states, counties, places) include: 

primary data sets include:  

___ 
tool to assist national and local data intermediaries in accessing and organizing data sets for inclusion in on-line statistical systems

___
development of applications, technologies, or standards to aid in the above

​​​_x__
other:  facilitate development of next generation community statistical systems

Current Status:   ___   in operation
   ___   under construction     ___  in planning, in conceptual development, under consideration

URL (if relevant):

Purpose and Audience (Ends):

A community statistical system is an integrated data collection and delivery process that uses multi-topic, multi-source databases to enable community residents and local decision-makers to be better informed about current and historical neighborhood and city conditions.

The mission of the CSS Network is to promote the development, adoption, and effective use of community statistical systems in the United States. Objectives of the CSS Network are to: 
1) Facilitate the development of near-term and next generation models of community statistical systems.

2) Promote awareness and legitimacy of community statistical systems among community building organizations and practitioners, governments (at all levels), and funders.

3) Improve availability, accessibility, accuracy, and comparability of data from local, state, and federal sources.

4) Encourage effective design, development and implementation of community statistical systems in individual communities. 

Brief Description (Means):

Working with MIT, the Fannie Mae Foundation, the Urban Institute, the Brookings Institution’s Urban Markets Initiatives, and others in next generation CSS design and development (key elements include intelligent middleware and distributed data structure).

Organizing the May 27th meeting to explore a vision of a nationwide infrastructure for community statistics.

Brief Narrative of History, Current Status, Plans:

The CSS Network grew out of a March 2002 conference in Tampa, Florida on the next generation of community statistical systems, organized by the University of Florida. A coordinating committee, with representation from about 20 organizations, was formed to continue the conversation started at the Tampa conference. Andrew Reamer was named facilitator of the network. Working groups include CSS development and management (coordinator: Tom Kingsley, Urban Institute), data (coordinator: Cynthia Taeuber, Census Bureau/University of Baltimore), and next generation (coordinator: Joe Ferreira, MIT). The conference and Network activities have been funded by the Ford Foundation.

The CSS Network is one of ten partners in the Community Indicators Consortium (CIC) formed to organize a conference on community indicators in March 2004 in Reno, Nevada. The partners and conference attendees are meeting on June 7th, 2004 to discuss approaches to the organization of the CIC.

Relevant Background Documents (with URLs, if available):

March 2002 Tampa conference www.shimberg.ufl.edu/conference.html
March 2004 Reno conference http://business.wm.edu/ISQOLS/community
Contact information:

Address:  

Andrew Reamer, Andrew Reamer & Associates, 7 Ireland Rd., Newton, MA  02459

Telephone:  (617) 795-7035

E-mail: reamer@thecia.net
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