The Federal Knowledge Management Working Group held a general meeting on April 20, 2006 in Washington, DC, in conjunction with the 7th E-Gov Institute Knowledge Management Conference and Exhibition.
Harriet Riofrio, Former KMWG Chair, welcomed attendees and introduced the new KMWG Board members:

· Michael Novak, Government Co-Chair, Internal Revenue Service
· Steven Else, Non-government Co-Chair, Kforce Government Solutions
· Brand Niemann, Secretariat (Government), Environmental Protection Agency
· Denise Bedford, Board Member, World Bank

· Giora Hadar, Board Member, Federal Aviation Administration
· Jeanne Holm, Board Member, NASA 

· Fred Poker, Board Member, Serco Services, Inc.
· Elsa Rhoads, Board Member, Pension Benefit Guarantee Corporation

The Co-Chairs led a discussion of the Working Group’s new theme: The Knowledge Imperative: Key to Government Transformation.  Steve Else spoke about the overarching meaning of the theme – that knowledge was the new enabler of government transformation, government efficiency and effectiveness, and government service to the public.

Mike Novak addressed some of the immediate challenges of the KM Working Group – namely, to institute a system for ensuring effective governance of the Group in general and of the Board in particular; the need for the Group to manage itself in a strategic fashion, aligning its programs and activities with the goals and objectives of the Best Practices Committee, the CIOs Council, and the Government overall; and to expand the Group’s impact, by identifying interagency or intergovernmental problems and issues that the KMWG can assist in addressing.  Mike then outlined some of the commitments that the Board Members themselves had accepted for accomplishment during the current year:
· Engage in a comprehensive marketing, outreach, and partnership effort;

· Develop the KMWG into a role-model example of a Learning Organization;

· Conduct research on KM in the Public Sector;

· Ascertain and articulate the role of KM in Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response;

· Seek ways to expand communication, collaboration, and cooperation in the public sector – horizontally across agencies, and vertically among levels of government 

· Identify and implement ways of capturing, and retaining Knowledge/ Intellectual Capital assets in the public sector;
· Expand the knowledge and use of Taxonomy, Library Science, KM Theory, and Semantic Technologies in the public sector.
Board Member Elsa Rhoads addressed some of the Highlights of the survey she had administered on knowledge management practices in U.S. Federal Agencies.

Brand Niemann, Secretariat and Chair of the Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP), addressed KM business case successes and the potential way ahead for a KM Line of Business "Business Case.  Brand also discussed current status of the SICoP startup Organization Profile; the Federal Transition Framework metamodel for KM; and coordination with AIC Data Architecture Subcommittee DRM 2.0 plans.

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for July 26, 2006, in conjunction with the itsGOV exposition.  Information regarding the KM Working Group and its programs, projects, and activities is available on the Group’s wiki page (http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?KnowledgeManagementWorkingGroup).
