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Networking and Information Technology

Research and Development

NITRD Collaborative Expedition Workshop #82

January 27, 2010 
4121 Wilson Blvd., Stafford II, Room 555

Exploring Open Innovation: Opening Up Dialogue Among Service and Science Communities
At a time when Open Government, Open Innovation principles are re-shaping global, national, and local government approaches to grand challenges, and virtual collaborations are becoming commonplace in science and service settings, this workshop will explore the potentials and realities of this dynamic "frontier space".   An accelerated pace of discovery that benefits society is possible when shared understanding is achieved across diverse communities.  This quality of knowing, in turn, becomes an innovation catalyst for "Bootstrapping Collective IQ", as Doug Engelbart would say, toward human progress that is not hobbled, but strengthened, by appreciation of our differences. 

Participants will explore emerging open innovation practices and potentials that are "in the air" and flourishing throughout the United States and around the world. 

"...Agency budget submissions should also explain how the agency plans to take advantage of today's open innovation model - in which the whole chain from research to application does not have to take place within a single lab, agency, or firm - and become highly open to ideas from many players, at all stages.  Agencies should empower their scientists to have ongoing contact with people who know what's involved in making and using things, from cost and competitive factors to the many practical constraints and opportunities that can arise when turning ideas into reality.  Agencies should pursue transformational solutions to the Nation's practical challenges, and budget submissions should therefore explain how agencies will provide support for long-term, visionary thinkers proposing high-risk, high-payoff research...." P. Orszag, OMB and J. Holdren, OSTP, Aug. 4, 2009 Memorandum 

It is likely that how we design our knowledge sharing environments (including scientific knowledge that will influence policy-making and innovation) will play a pivotal role in the continued vitality and creativity of our 21st century democracy.  The workshop will open up dialogue to facilitate "bootstrapping" among multiple frontier communities and institutions committed to advancing civic design in the public realm, including scientific, educational, and cultural heritage institutions. 

"It is probably true quite generally that in the history of human thinking the most fruitful developments frequently take place at those points where two different lines of thought meet.  These lines may have their roots in quite different parts of human culture, in different times or different cultural environments or different religious traditions: hence if they actually meet, that is, if they are at least so much related to each other that a real interaction can take place, then one may hope that new and interesting developments may follow."  Werner Heisenberg 

"Creativity is a process that can be observed only at the intersection where individuals, domains, and fields intersect."  Csikszentmihalyi, 1999 

Workshop planning provides an opportunity to experience shared stewardship around broad mission goals that include: 

a. To be of service, in cross-boundary settings, not only to the region, but to the nation 

b. To contribute to successful innovation toward open government 

c.  To learn by doing, to put into practice the results of our own dialogue 

d. To experience the kind of complex, multidimensional organizational situation that is providing the background for strategic leadership 

Agenda
8:30am - Check-in and Coffee
9:00am - Welcome and Introduction, Susan Turnbull, Program Manager, Department of Energy, Office of Science, Advanced Scientific Computing Research and George Strawn, Director, National Coordination Office, Networking and Information Technology Research and Development  
9:15am - Introductions: What are your interests in light of the workshop purpose? 

10:00am - The X Prize Model for Innovation through Competition, Erika B. Wagner PhD, Executive Director, X PRIZE Lab at MIT, X PRIZE Foundation
10:40 am - Q & A Discussion
11:00am - Example of a Global Open Innovation Model: Quantity and Units of Measurement Standard Ontology Initiative, Steve Ray, Steven R. Ray, Ph.D., Distinguished Research Fellow, Carnegie Mellon University, NASA Research Park 
12:00 noon – Networking Lunch 

1:15pm- Open Innovation Enabled by Global Federation of Science and Technical Knowledge, Walter L. Warnick, Director, Dept. of Energy, Office of Science and Technical Information 
2:00pm- Q&A and Discussion 

2:15pm - BREAK 
2:45pm - Break-out Sessions
a. What Works? 

b. What Doesn’t Work?

c. What Do We Need to Create?

d. What Do We Need to Know? 

3:45pm - Report out from Break-out Sessions
4:30pm - ADJOURN 
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