
Topic Heading: 

Developing care information systems in an open source environment

 
Background - Relationship to Supporting Collaboration:

Health care is an ongoing collaboration between members of a community that has ever changing boundaries. At the present time, health care information systems are not able to support such fluid collaboration. Vital health care information is persisted in silos that do not facilitate the degree of information exchange that is vital to efficient, high quality healthcare.

Summary:

The Virtual Patient is a paradigm for organizing standardized health industry concepts around a usable schema for modeling forward-looking healthcare activities. Descriptors widely used in electronic medical record applications should be mapped to standardized health industry concepts using the Health Level 7 version 3 Reference Information Model (RIM). The terminologies encompassed by the Federal Health Architecture are sufficient to document and persist the health industry concepts required for such computer assisted decision support activities as clinician order management, cohort detection, and care pathways. The use of an open source community approach will engage all participants in the healthy industry in a collaborative effort that will reduce costs and enhance care quality.
 
Conclusions:

It is now possible to use open source components to develop a robust platform for the development of interoperable health care applications. An essential feature of this platform is the deployment of a standard health industry information model that is combined with standard health industry terminologies.

 
Subject Matter Expert, Contact Information:
Thomas M Jones, MD

Chief Medical Officer, Tolven Inc.

tom.jones@tolvenhealth.com
707 695 5712

