Biographies 

Eliot Christian

For the last 15 years, Eliot has been promoting a global vision for information access that enhances the free flow of information through decentralized information locator services. He helped establish this approach in law, policy, standards, and technology. He led the ISO Metadata Working Group and has been involved with various major information infrastructure initiatives including the current Federal Enterprise Architecture. Eliot joined the United States Geological Survey in 1986 with a focus on strategic planning, information standards, and new technologies. From 1975 to 1986, he was a computer resources manager in the Veterans Administration, helping direct six nationwide data processing centers and overseeing data management for VA databases.

Denise Bedford

Denise Bedford is the Thesaurus Manager and Senior Information Officer, World Bank.

Michel Biezunski

Michel Biezunski is a consultant with Coolheads Consulting.  His consulting work is mainly concerned with the creation and maintenance of subject-oriented information networks for large organizations, including agencies of the US government.  One of the creators of the Topic Maps paradigm, Dr. Biezunski edited ISO/IEC 13250:2000 and :2003.  His current research focus is the development of semantic integration methods for improving access to large, complex and diverse information bases.  Dr. Biezunski speaks at international conferences frequently. His background is in history and philosophy of science. He lives and works in New York City. 

Jayne Dutra

Jayne has worked at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory for the last seven years, managing software development tasks involving Web applications. She also serves as the Knowledge Management Process Owner for the Lab. In 1999, she led the successful development effort to create the Agency’s first portal as a gateway to the JPL intranet.  Jayne is currently developing an institutional Web content management system to support JPL service providers, as well as the Lab’s flight teams.  In addition, she is coordinating a task to develop a NASA-wide taxonomy for Agency Web publishers, involving ontologies, XML, and Web Services.  Ms. Dutra Co-Chairs the NASA Webmasters Working Group and is a member of the NASA XML Project.

LeeEllen Friedland

LeeEllen Friedland specializes in information management strategy at the Center for Integrated Intelligence Systems (CIIS), in MITRE's DOD C3I Federally Funded Research and Development Center.  She is a content management specialist and has worked extensively in metadata design, implementation, and management, including controlled vocabularies and a broad range of semantic information models.  LeeEllen has been a leader in developing SGML/XML standards and best practice in the digital library community and built one of the earliest digital production programs in a civilian government agency.  She serves as strategic and technical advisor to government agencies on the emerging eGovernment landscape.  An ethnographer by training, LeeEllen also specializes in straddling the conceptual territories of, and translating and bridging between, different domains and communities of practice.  She applies this approach particularly to discovering implicit information models and making them explicit in appropriate and useful ways, and helping organizations adopt new technologies.

Kevin Hannon

Kevin Hannon spent several years in higher education publishing, dealing with the complex content issues surrounding the use and re-use of content and how to access it. This work led to his interest in search and taxonomy development as a way of delivering intelligence from knowledge repositories.  Mr. Hannon has worked in many industries including power, telecom, publishing and pharmaceuticals, where he has discovered that the issues surrounding information access are common to all industries. Kevin works with large organizations to help them gain control over their content from content management through content retrieval.

Renee Lewis

Renee Lewis has over 18 years of experience developing and delivering object and internet-based solutions for government and commercial clients.  She is currently a President and Founder of the Pensare Group, LLC, a consulting company specializing in technology adoption and communication strategies.  Today, she supports clients such as the Social Security Administration with a contextual retrieval engine, and three other advanced research companies focused on bayes net, analytic search engines, and collaboration portals.  

Previously, she was the COO of QED Solutions, a firm specializing supplying in analytic engines and drug safety data related to both pharmaceutical and health care industries.  Prior to that, she worked for two startups, KnowledgePlanet and Saba, both focused on delivering internet-based, enterprise-wide workforce performance management and eLearning solutions.  Among other technical management positions with companies like Bell Atlantic and Wellspring Resources, she spent 10 years consultant for Booz, Allen and Hamilton focused on implementing distributed database architectures for both commercial and government clients.  She holds a BS from the Pennsylvania State University and MS from George Washington University in software engineering.

Steven R. Newcomb

Steven R. Newcomb (srn@coolheads.com) is a consultant with Coolheads Consulting in Blacksburg, Virginia. Dr. Newcomb edited and drafted ISO/IEC 13250:2000 and :2003, the Topic Maps International Standard, which is also known as "XTM" ("XML Topic Maps").  His standards work currently focuses on the Topic Maps Reference Model.  Dr. Newcomb also edited the ISO Hypermedia/Time-based Structuring Language ("HyTime", ISO/IEC 10744:1992 and :1997), and the ISO Standard Music Description Language (ISO/IEC 10743:1996).

Dr. Newcomb was a member of the faculty of Florida State University from 1980-94, at the rank of Associate Professor.  There, he co-founded and co-directed the FSU Center for Music Research, using "Centers of Excellence" funding from the Florida Legislature.  The CMR's research umbrella included psychomusicology, music therapy, and the development of hardware and software systems for music instruction.  Research partners included the University of Illinois's Computer-based Education Research Laboratory and Lucasfilm. 

Dr. Newcomb served as CEO of TechnoTeacher, Inc. (Rochester, NY and Dallas, TX) from 1994-2000. During that time, TechnoTeacher pioneered the implementation of the ISO HyTime standard, creating its HyMinder, HyBrowse, and GroveMinder software library products.  GroveMinder's licensees include major aerospace, telecom, computer systems, and other businesses, and civilian and military agencies of national and state governments.

Dr. Newcomb founded and co-chairs the annual IDEAlliance conference series now known as "Extreme Markup Languages" now in its eleventh year.  The next "Extreme" will be held August 2-6, 2004, in Montreal, Canada (www.extrememarkup.com).

Leo Obrst

Leo is a senior artificial intelligence scientist at the MITRE Center for Innovative Computing and Informatics in Northern Virginia (www.mitre.org) where he leads the Information Semantics team (semantics, ontological engineering, knowledge representation), and has been involved in projects on context-based semantic interoperability, ontology-based knowledge management, conceptual information retrieval, metadata and thesaurus construction for community knowledge sharing, intelligent agent technology, and ontology-based modeling of complex decision-making.  He’s the former Director of Ontological Engineering at VerticalNet.com, a department he formed to create ontologies in the product and service space to support Business-to-Business e-commerce. Leo's PhD is in theoretical linguistics with a concentration in formal semantics from the University of Texas-Austin. He has worked 20 years in computational linguistics, knowledge representation, and in the past eight years in ontological engineering.  He is co-author (with Mike Daconta and Kevin Smith) of the recent book The Semantic Web: The Future of XML, Web Services, and Knowledge Management. John Wiley, Inc., June, 2003.  Leo is a member of the W3C Web Ontology Working Group (http://www.w3.org/2001/sw/WebOnt/), developing the Web Ontology Language OWL, and the IEEE Standard Upper Ontology working group, in which he is currently the assistant technical editor for one proposed standard upper ontology candidate, the Information Flow Framework (http://suo.ieee.org/).  He also participates in the OntoWeb network (http://www.ontoweb.org/index.htm), the Semantic Web Services Initiative's Industrial Partners forum (http://www.swsi.org/), and the [Ontolog] group (http://ontolog.cim3.net/forum/ontolog-forum/), which focuses on ontologies and business. He is a member of AAAI, ACL, LSA, and ACM. 

Adam Pease

Adam Pease is a consultant advising clients and conducting research in ontology, natural language understanding and formal reasoning.  He was formerly Director of Knowledge Systems and Teknowledge where he and his team participated in the DARPA Agent Markup Language, DARPA Rapid Knowledge Formation, DARPA High Performance Knowledge Bases and IEEE Standard Upper Ontology projects.  Adam has also worked at the NASA Ames Research Center, and the Naval Undersea Warfare Center. He is the principal author of the

chapter "Knowledge Bases" in the Wiley Encyclopedia of Software Engineering and over 30 other papers.  He has BS and MS degrees from Worcester Polytechnic Institute <http://home.earthlink.net/~adampease/professional/>
Raul Valdes-Perez

Raul Valdes-Perez is President & Co-founder of Vivisimo.  Before starting Vivisimo, Raul was on the Carnegie Mellon computer science department faculty since 1991; he is now an Adjunct Associate Professor there. His research was on new methods and applications of knowledge discovery. He has published nearly 50 research articles in natural, social, and computer science journals. He has been a principal investigator on six grants from the National Science Foundation, has served on its advisory committee for Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences, and is a past action editor of the journal Machine Learning. He received a Ph.D. in computer science at Carnegie Mellon, studying under Nobel Laureate Herbert A. Simon, and holds engineering degrees from the University of Illinois.

