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September 14, 2006
History:

On June 20-22, 2006 a Workshop on “Networking Geospatial Information Technology for Interoperability and Spatial Ontology” was held at the National Science Foundation in Arlington, Virigina.  The purpose of the Workshop was to explore opportunities for multi-disciplinary and community-based collaboration around national challenges. By drawing on strategic leadership and "best practices" underway in the geospatial area, participants discussed open collaboration in their own settings and how an increasing number of exemplary collaboration are transforming geospatial information technology today. Topics included: 

· Open standards development 

· Web-based collaboration environments 

· Ontologies for efficient information-sharing and semantic interoperability   

· Federal Enterprise Architecture Data Reference Model V2.0 and Geospatial Profile 1.1 (2.0 in process) 

· Community to national scale needs and applications   

This Collaborative Expedition Workshop and subsequent follow-up teleconference meetings have provided the impetus for the establishment of the Spatial Ontology Community of Practice (SOCoP) and the COP Strategy.
Strategic Activity:
1. Collaborative Expedition Workshop #51:  Networking Geospatial Information Technology for Interoperability and Spatial Ontology
Description:  
Workshop at NSF to explore geospatial semantics and ontologies
Work Item:
Conduct Workshop
Date:

June 20-22, 2006
Responsibility:
Niemann, Davis, Berg-Cross, Christoffel, Pehle
Status:

Completed
2.  Post workshop follow-up meetings 

Description:  
Teleconference meetings to follow-up on discussion and information dissemination tasks resulting from the June Workshop.
a).  Work Item:
Meeting to follow-up on discussion and information dissemination tasks resulting from the June Workshop


Explore the potential for establishing a Geospatial Ontology Community of Practice

Date:

July 14, 2006

Responsibility:
Niemann, Pehle

Status:

Completed

b).  Work Item:
Meeting to discuss the formation of a the COP and focus and mode of operation of the COP

Date:

July 21, 2006

Responsibility:
Davis, Pehle

Status:
Agreement reached to take action to establish Geospatial Ontology COP.

3).  Fifth Semantic Interoperability for E-Government Conference, , at MITRE, McLean, Virginia, Oct. 10-11, 2006   
Description:  
Conduct a Geospatial Ontology thread as part of the Conference to continue to build understanding of the difficult problems and to share with others addressing semantics and ontology issues in other areas.
Work Item:
Agenda:

· Topic: Geospatial Ontology Community of Practice (see June 20-22nd Workshop)    

· Introduction: John Moeller (confirmed), Northrop Grumman and Co-Chair Geospatial Ontology CoP    
· Presentations:    

· Todd Pehle (confirmed), Northrop Grumman, Executive Secretary Geospatial Ontology CoP, Geospatial Ontology Workshop and Use of the VK Semantic Wiki    

· Eric Little (confirmed), Geospatial Ontologies in Relation to the Federal Enterprise Architecture Reference Model Ontologies and the Geospatial Profile    

· Presentation Placeholder    

· Jeff Harrison (confirmed), Location-based Social Networking for Crisis Response    

· Open Discussion:    

Date:
October 10-11, 2006
Responsibility:
Niemann, Davis, Berg-Cross, and those listed on Agenda
Status:
On Schedule
4) SOCoP Scheduled Meetings
Description:  
Regularly scheduled meeting to be conducted with opportunity of COP members participating in person or virtually.  Meetings will Workshop at NSF to explore geospatial semantics and ontologies.  Conduct open meetings, with open distribution of shared content and notes.  Invite speakers from different areas and groups to speak on topics of interest   
Work Item:
Conduct Meetings as scheduled 

Date:

First meeting Oct 9 or 12, 2006

Meetings for the reminder of 2006 will be determined at the first meeting.

Subsequent Meetings will be held bi-monthly on the 4th Thursday of the month beginning in January 2007 


January 25

March 22


May 24


July 26


September 27


November 29

Responsibility:
COP Co-Chairs, Secretary
 Status:

5)  Participation and Coordination

Description:  Set up participation guidelines and liaison/coordination with other relevant organizations 
Work Items and Key Desired Results: 

a.  Open participation to practitioners in government, industry, and academia.   

b.  Actively link and coordinate with groups that are making progress on specific issues and standards and to leverage the work of these groups.    

c.  Outreach to organizations and entities with interests in semantically interoperable geospatial ontology so as to help facilitate dialog, collaboration, agreement and buy-in regarding harmonization.    

· OGC

· INCITS L1

· W3C
· OBO Foundry

d. Inventory Geospatial Ontologies and representation standards

e. Provide a repository of quality spatial ontologies

f. Provide position papers on processes, policy and best practices

Date:



Responsibility:

 Status:

6) COP Procedures


Description:  Agree on the procedures and approach for the COP


Work Items and Key Desired Results:
a. Adopt principles and best practices that enable a phased, iterative, and evolutionary approach. 

b. Identify and collect sources of geospatial ontology and standards, creating a semantic repository of documentation, schemas and models, provenance, contacts, and related information. (This is ongoing. Initial work will draw on the surveys being performed for Federal agencies, as supplemented by community inputs.) 

c. Analyze existing geospatial ontologies, schemas, and standards; characterize purpose, coverage, gaps, rigor, issues; map semantic similarities, synonyms, overlaps and conflicts between ontologies.    

d. Develop recommended approaches to align, harmonize, and achieve interoperability and commonalities across the spectrum of geospatial standards, schemas, and ontologies.   
Date:
Responsibility:

Status:
7). SOCoP Events    
Description:  Develop Spatial Ontology COP workshops and sessions at conferences -- starting with the SICOP conference on October 10-11, 2006.  Target conference/event to be held before the end of January 2007 to participate in.     
Wok Items:

Date:

Responsibility:

Status:
8) Collaborative Environment    

Description:  Establish and evolve a SOCoP semantic wiki for collaboration, search and navigation, lifecycle management of content and ontologies, demonstration and testing of work in progress, communication & dissemination of results, and feed-back from the larger community.    
Work item:  Establish wiki by the first meeting to be held either Oct 9 or 12 or as soon thereafter as possible. 
Date:

Responsibility:

Status:

