October 5, 2006

Welcome to the Spatial Ontology Community of Practice! 
Many of you I may have contacted this past summer to invite you to a Spatial Ontology for the Semantic Web Workshop which was held at the National Science Foundation June 20-22nd, 2006. The workshop was held as part of the U.S. Federal CIO Council's Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice (SICoP). As a result of the workshop and interest shown, a formal community of practice has formed, the Spatial Ontology Community of Practice (or SOCoP)! 

Well, it is almost formalized, that is. The SOCoP will fall under the Federal CIO Council's Best Practices Committee, the same bracket that the Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice is placed. SICoPs and SOCoPs, I know, it's confusing, huh? A draft Charter document and a draft Strategy document has been developed for comment and will be presented to the group at our first official meeting next Thursday October 12th. The following Monday, October 16th, the SOCoP will go before the Best Practices Committee where it is expected that it will be officially recognized as a formal community of practice. Then, the fun begins! 

The SOCoP will be open to all and will set forth to analyze, develop & maintain a set of core, common spatial ontologies for use by all in the Semantic Web. The specifics of what is meant by "spatial" and "common" and how we will "develop" this set of ontologies is precisely the reason for having a "Community" of Practice. 

To develop the community, Visual Knowledge has graciously offered the use of their semantic wiki as a form of online collaboration. The wiki is located at: http://vkwiki.visualknowledge.com/wiki/socop . In the upper right corner of this page you can click on "(Create Account)" to create an account on the wiki that will allow you to create and edit content. You do not have to login to view information (only to create, edit & delete). The SOCoP will also have a telecon line for the anticipated bi-monthly meetings we will conduct. Along with the telecon line, WebEx should be available as well for online meetings. Lastly, soon an email list will be integrated into the wiki so that valuable content is not lost. Until then we will just stick with "Reply to All". 

First things first, the SOCoP will be introduced during a 90-minute block of time allocated at the 5th E-Government Semantic Interoperability Community of Practice conference to be held at MITRE in McLean, VA on October 10-11th. Information on this conference can be found at: http://colab.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?FifthSemanticInteroperabilityforEGovernmentConference_2006_10_1011 . The following day, October 12th, the first SOCoP meeting will be held where the community of practice will be introduced and discussed. The wiki will also be explained in order to start the population of content. 
FIRST SOCoP meeting: 
Date: October 12th, 2006 
Physical Location: Northrop Grumman Information Technology Colshire Building (across the street from MITRE), Room # : 4006L & 4007L 
Address: 7575 Colshire Drive, McLean, VA 
Telecon Number: (319) 632 - 1100; Access Code: 484206 
Time: 10:30am to 12:30pm Eastern 

My apologies for the short notice. Because of the short notice, I was only able to find the one conference room. Unfortunately, if you plan on attending in person and are a foreign national, please email me as soon as possible so that I can add you to the list. For future physical meetings of SOCoP we won't have this issue thankfully. If you cannot attend physically or virtually, you will find results posted on the wiki soon after the meeting. Essentially, this first meeting will introduce the SOCoP and determine general direction forward for the group. The other primary purpose is to introduce people to the wiki in order to start generating content. 

If I have incorrectly contacted you, you can simply reply with an "Unsubscribe" in the subject to be removed from the list. Otherwise, please spread the word concerning the newly formed SOCoP! Please email me with additional names and email addresses that you would like added to the list. Also, please email me with links, notes or attachments of existing spatial ontologies or existing spatial standards/models you may utilize or know to exist. Analyzing existing spatial ontologies and spatial models will be one of the first tasks we'd like to tackle on the wiki. 

A quick note of thanks to Brand Niemann, Mills Davis, Conor Shankey, Gary Berg-Cross, Kevin Backe, John Moeller & others who have helped to get the SOCoP up and running thus far. My appreciation also goes out to those who attended and participated in this summer's Spatial Ontology workshop at the NSF. I look forward to meeting and speaking with you all soon! 

Thanks, 
Todd Pehle

