
Minutes of June 21, 2007 SOCoP Meeting

	Notes by Gary Berg-Cross
	SOCoP Executive Secretary



Attendees:

John, Moeller (NG), Kevin Bache (USACE), Gary Berg-Cross (EM&I), Dave Kolas (BBN), Mike Dean (BBN), Kyle Recsky (VK), Nancy Wiegand (UW), Dean Hintz (Safe Software), Jai Geig (IBM), Jerry Hobbs (ISI), James Wilson (JMU)

Summary  

The following is a summary of the SOCoP Meeting of June 21, 2007 along with the Action Items.  A few additional details for some items are included by topic following this summary.

 

The original meeting agenda is available on the SOCoP wiki :  

http://www.visualknowledge.com/wiki/socop  

 
The major accomplishments of the meeting, following the agenda, included:

Actions items were reviewed briefly. There were a few continuing items e.g. Voting is not yet available on the Wiki, (see Action Item List below for status) but most items were discussed as topics within the meeting.

       
Semantic Tool Listing          

Jim Ressler was not at the meeting and has an action to update our tool listing on the Wiki. Dave Kolas can provide some material on Ontology mapping tools.  This may be part of his tool demo now planned for the July meeting.


Survey                                         
 

Todd Schneider was not at the meeting and had several actions on the survey. Nancy Wiegand has had several discussions about the survey with Todd and discussed her observation that people she has contacted in Wisc. are not using Ontologies.  They tend to do a traditional data model and apply geospatial standards.  Most don’t understand the concept of an ontology. 

After discussion the consensus was to try a 2 track approach -  survey the larger group on data models/content standards in support of data interoperability and a smaller group on Ontologies. 
ACTION is to get a small group together to go through the survey for 2 tiers. Gary will set up a time for a call to flesh out the 2 survey idea.  Current “volunteers” were Gary, John, Kevin and Nancy (who will help). 
Jerry Hobbs might suggest who in his network is doing suitable work for an Ontology survey.  We might survey the smaller group as identified by members of the Community.

Wiki Update                                    

Kyle Recsky discussed various problems people were having with the Wiki such as with accounts. Registrants need to respond to email confirmation to get a sign on and this mail, from Visual Knowledge, might end up in a junk email folder.  If there are login problems send Kyle an email. (Note Gary has admin privileges to handle this, but hasn’t been trained on how to do this yet, so there is an implicit ACTION item there.)

Kyle noted that use of discussion should be made on a specific page other than the Home Page. Also  uploaded files do not get deleted, but new versions can be added and the names of the old ones adjusted (so they are not called “latest”).
New functionality is aimed at supporting ontology import - Ontology building tools may not be as critical for this stage of the Wiki .  After we get some Ontologies VK will work on the merging and collaboration tools.

Gary noted that he had created several pages (Key Documents was an Action Item) and was adding content to them and others.

 
Calendar                                           
 
Gary has updated the calendar with 3 items for June and will add a 4th one soon. This represents an ongoing maintenance action.  Others are invited to update the monthly calendar. 
Presentations

John talked about the GeoSemantic Web BAA meeting made to NGA earlier this week, Can’t talk more about this now, but we will have a briefing on the Trade Study later in the summer.

Gary talked about his presentation at the “Toward More Transparent Government” workshop.  His slides are on the site and discuss SOCoP and its possible contribution to the Federal Enterprise Architecture and the Geo-Spatial Profile.  Ideas on an COP and the SOCoP Wiki are presented.

Liaison 
John discussed the ISO TC 211 approved a new work item - 2162 Geographic information — Ontology (stage 0) . Dr. Jean Brodeur, NB of Canada and ISO/TC 211 Secretariat is chair for this and he might be invited to talk about this work item.  
Gary talked about setting up a Liaison page. John liked idea of creating a page starting with what is currently going on and Gary took an ACTION to do this (actually it is now done). 
Member Links Idea
   


Gary discussed the use of a member pagse, and described one example he has on site.  Kyle noted if you have a sign in you get a page that you can edit (Edit Profile).  This and other aspects of the Wiki use a FOAF model.

Genially the discussion supported the idea of additional member information on the site as members decide to add it.

Education/Academic Activities            
Nancy Wiegand  has an ongoing action on this, but didn’t get a response from NSF.  Gary may try to contact Frank Olken.

James Wilson had an interest looking for funding at NSF Office of Cyber infrastructure has a new call out that specifically mentions ontology development.  The program is called Community-based Data Interoperability Networks (INTEROP).   
Nancy looking at it and Gary will post this on the Wiki’s Calendar.


There being no other Items or New Business, John asked if the 1 hour venue was working and the group agreed. The group liked the idea of shorter meetings once a month and chose the 3rd Thursday of July (19st) as the time for the next meeting.  The plan is for an hour meeting starting at 11 EDT 
  Location:        Engineering, Management & Integration Inc. (EM&I) 
703-742-0585
             455 Spring Park Place, Suite 350  Herndon , VA 20170
Teleconference:            866-740-2200                         Participant Passcode  9765978#

Action Item Status Summary

Note: To simplify this, only open action items as of the end of the meeting are listed here, 

the full list and history of Action Items is maintained on the Wiki as a repository.

	 

Current Action List

Action
Meeting Assigned
Assigned to (main)
Status
Reaching out to state 
and local groups 

 

January 25, 
2007

Updated 
June 21
John 
Moeller

Still proceeding to follow up with links to counties and local agencies.

Initiating a survey of 

geospatial ontologies 

 

January 25, 
2007

Updated
 June 21
Todd 
Schneider

Todd has continuing items, but a new action is for Gary to set up a time for a call to flesh out
 a 2  survey idea (data models and ontologies).
Review survey of 

geospatial ontology 
execution options

 

May 31

Updated June 21

Todd 
Schneider

Todd * John have continuing items 

to provide contact points. 

Todd will look into and report on 3 alternatives, a survey company, use of the Wiki  and Survey Monkey.

Find out from NGA
 the  status if TASC 
survey is being done 

January 25, 2007

Updated June 21
Jim 
Ressler

 Briefing held in June.

Survey out for review & adjudication expected
to complete in June and be released in July.
Post revised  Charter 
&  Strategy the Wiki, 
(allow COP to vote online)

March 29, 2007

Updated June 21
John 
Moeller 

John Moeller will  ill post update  (but voting mechanism) not ready yet.
Kyle to enable Wiki to support voting and look
 into anonymous voting.
Update USGIF Tech Days Briefing

Kevin Bache

Still needs to add his notes to USGIF Tech 
Days  Briefing

Integrated calendar
of  upcoming events
 of interest to SOCoP.

March 29, 2007

Updated June 21

Gary 
Berg-Cross

Gary is maintaining the  calendar on the Wiki
 with community input

Semantic/Ontology 

tool  analysis

May 31

Jim Ressler

Jim  has action to place info about  semantic
 tool types on  the Wiki

Importing 

Ontologies

May 31 updated
June 21

Kyle Recsky 

Visual 
Knowledge

Will set up the ontology sandbox for use  by members. 

Dave Kolas will then add his Ontologies to this sandbox area.

Demo for aligning 
Ontologies

May 31

Dave Kolas

Dave will import ontologies for demo including alignment tools (target is now July meeting).

Education/Training
development
May 31 updated

June 21
Kevin Bache
James/Nancy

Research on education options and possible connections. New action for James and Nancy

 to look at NSF opportunity (see June

 Calendar).
Liaison

May 31, updated

June 21
John/Gary
John will contact Mitre’s Janet Jones and Jean Brodeur about briefing the group and Gary will talk to Top Quadrant.
Detailed Notes – the following supporting material represent some of the discussion points of major topics, roughly in the order in which they occurred. 
Survey 

Nancy thinks it is valuable to see how familiar people are to the national data models? To do this we would have to change the survey to one of data models. 




Jai Geig noted that many people would be interested in data interoperability and would respond to that topic and how data models are off-putting.

Kevin noted that there’s ontology research, but not many applications of it are known.  People may even be using Ontologies w/o realizing the technology they are using.  Ontologies need to be sold as a solution.

Wiki 
The Home page is different than others.  Gary can edit it as administrator, but others can’t. So people can’t see the “discussion” he posted there.
Liaison John discussed the ISO TC 211 approved a new work item - 2162 Geographic information — Ontology (stage 0). Dr. Jean Brodeur, NB of Canada and ISO/TC 211 Secretariat is chair for this and he might be invited to talk about this work item.  It would be good for us to hear about the work item on Geographic information — Ontology. 

John noted that it is also good to keep in touch on this effort and if members are interested and can make the commitment one of us might go to the ISO TC 211meetings on this work item.

Gary noted that Top Quadrant would like to brief the group on their NASA geospatial ontology work.  The group discussed lining up people for several sessions extending through the summer.
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