Minutes of May 31, 2007 SOCoP Meeting

	Notes by Gary Berg-Cross
	SOCoP Executive Secretary



Summary  
The following is a summary of the SOCoP Meeting of  May 31, 2007 along with  the Action Items.  A few additional details for some items are included by topic following this summary.
 

The original meeting agenda is available on the SOCoP wiki :  
http://www.visualknowledge.com/wiki/socop  

 
Agenda Topics 
Welcome and Introductions  - John Moeller (NG) welcomed the participants, who included: Kevin Bache (USACE), Gary Berg-Cross (EM&I), Dave Kolas (BBN), Mike Dean (BBN), Kyle Recsky & Conor Shankey (VK), Nancy Wiegand, Jim Ressler (NG) , James Wilson (ODU – soon GMU), Todd Schneider (rayva).
  

  The major accomplishments of the meeting, following the agenda, included:

  

1. Review of the Status of Action Items from March Meeting (For details see later section) - several still incomplete but participation and briefing at USGIF Tech Days was a success as discussed below.
2. USGIF Tech Days Briefing – people were pleased with attendance overall and for the showcase. Several people in the audience thought that Dave Kolas’ presentation on ontologies was the clearest explanation they had heard.
3. Semantic (Ontology) Tool List – this is a follow up action from an audience question, “Did we have a listing of semantic tools on the SOCoP wiki?”  We have created a page to answer this, but have just started on it.  Kevin would like to have which answers this by type of activity, not just creating ontologies, but the entire “lifecycle”.  It should include a discussion for people new to ontologies and also what tools handle geospatial concepts.  Jim Ressler noted that the DAML program had sine discussion of tool types (perhaps 8 categories) and the International Semantic Web Conference | Workshops also have some.
Action: Jim Ressler will place info on semantic tool types on the Wiki

4. Survey –Todd Schneider discussed the 10 draft survey questions (on the Wiki) and noted that the Ontology Summit had provided some ideas about improvement.   See:
http://ontolog.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?OntologySummit2007_Survey
There is still an open question on how we might address some types of geo-spatial ontologies in question 4 of the survey. Todd would welcome input and Action: Gary took an action to review the 10 questions and make suggestions.
 A major topic was where and how to “execute”/disseminate the survey. The first option is to do it online.  For the intro to the online survey for the Ontology Summit see http://ontolog.cim3.net/forum/ontology-summit/2007-03/msg00040.html
Another idea suggested by Gary Berg-Cross is to do at conferences, such as the Tech day and other geospatial venue.  One idea was to get a list of Tech Day attendees and send it to them. Todd noted that he had problems getting in touch with state and 

local groups. Action: John took an action to provide contact points for Todd next week. 

Nancy Wiegand took an action to contact Ted Koch about local Wisconsin groups that he help administer the survey to and what thoughts he might have on the survey. 
Todd also discussed a service that Reyethon uses for surveys.  That company will give 3 months of survey service for $100, which if SOCoP did not have Todd might provide himself.  Todd took an action to look into and report on 3 alternatives, the survey company mentioned above, use of the Wiki and Survey Monkey as suggested by Nancy.
5. Wiki Update - Conor Shankey & Kyle (VK) had the group GoToMeeting) and showed the new Wiki user interface with new capabilities for “social networking” (FOAF is used) and discussion.  He demonstrated an Ajax-based tool on the Wiki for build small Ontologies graphically.  Conor noted that the Wiki is ontology based allowing users to do reports dynamically based on ontology.  The NASA earth realm ontology (part of Semantic Web for Earth and Environmental Terminology -SWEET) written in OWL was imported and used to illustrate some of the Wiki’s capabilities.  Gary had proposed this ontology as a test case for the Wiki and VK will set up a “sandbox” for members to play with this and other Ontologies before they are brought to the main SOCoP Wiki.  Action: Visual Knowledge has an action to set up the ontology sandbox for use  by members and Dave Kolas has an action to add his Ontologies to this sandbox area.
6. Calendar - Gary updated the group on the set up and use of the calendar to keep track of events and meetings of interest to the community. Several members noted events of interest on this and the related topic of Presentations and will either send these to Gary or post them to the Wiki. The next conference is the “"Toward More Transparent Government Workshop on eGovernment and the Web".  It will be held 18 - 19 June at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington. 
  

7. Presentation Opportunities –Gary briefed the group on several types of presentation opportunities  from upcoming Geospatial Conferences , expedition Workshops, enterprise architecture venues, various “Ontology” and Semantic Web venues (ranging from informal to formal semantics) and federal government venues (non FEA) such as eGov. He suggested that we might have a person who served to coordinate each of these venues.

Dave Kolas noted that BBN had 2 papers submitted for the ISWC in November.  
Gary Berg-Cross has a paper accepted at "Toward More Transparent Government Workshop on eGovernment and the Web".  It will be held 18 - 19 June at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington. The paper is called, called" Exploring eGov Cooperation and Knowledge Sharing using Geospatial Ontologies in a Semantic Wiki” and it advances the idea of using SOCoP as a vehicle which combines community expertise and the semantics of geospatial knowledge providing avenue to study the capturing & sharing of knowledge via the Semantic Web and its technologies.

8. Liaison/Coordination – John discussed 3 ongoing liaison actions including”

a.  NGA’s metadata focus group.  He is trying to contact Mitre’s Janet Jones about briefing the group and has spoken to Norm Anderson about it.  
b. The W3C geospatial ontology incubator is ending and Josh Lieberman noted that it may not continue immediately.
c. OWS-5 next pilot and demo has semantic thrust, but no funding for the semantics (source, George Percivall)

9. Education/Academic Activities - Kevin discussed sponsoring college classes on geospatial ontology.  A GMU prof has approached him after the Tech Days briefing. Nancy suggested people at GMU, but we aren’t yet sure who that Prof is. Kevin took and Action to do more research on this and possible connections.  Nancy’s co-PI on a grant (Isabell Cruz) might be a useful connection.  
Todd raised the idea of developing a curriculum and Nancy took an action to contact Frank Olken at NSF who might know of funding for such a development. Gary took an action to add an Education and Training topic on the Wiki.
10. Additional Topics – Dave Kolas talked about work on an ontology alignment tool at BBN called SNUGGLE.  If there is interest this could be demonstrated at the next meeting.  Gary proposed that Dave place some Ontologies in the Wiki sandbox and perhaps show alignment with the SWEET ontology also there.  
11. Wrap-up – major topic was a time for the next meeting. IS every 2nd month suffucuient?  The group liked the idea of shorter meetings once a month and chose the 3rd Thursday of June (21st) as the time for the next meeting.  The plan is for an hour meeting starting at 11 EDT 
      Location:        Engineering, Management & Integration Inc. (EM&I) 703-742-0585
             455 Spring Park Place, Suite 350  Herndon , VA 20170
Teleconference:            866-740-2200                         Participant Passcode  9765978#
Action Item Status Summary

Note: To simplify this, only open action items as of the end of the meeting are listed here, 

the full list and history of Action Items is maintained on the Wiki as a repository.

	 

Current Action List
Action
Meeting Assigned
Assigned to (main)
Status
Reaching out to state 
and local groups 

 
January 25, 
2007

Updated 
May 31

John 
Moeller

Still proceeding to follow up with links to counties and local agencies.

Initiating a survey of 
geospatial ontologies 

 
January 25, 
2007
Updated
 May 31
Todd 
Schneider

 Updating draft of 10Qs on Wiki using ideas from Ontology Summit. Soliciting suggestions for additions/

edits requested from the  entire community. Gary has action item to provide some feedback on current 10. 
Review survey of 
geospatial ontology execution options
 
May 31
Todd 
Schneider

John took an action to provide contact points 
for Todd next week. 

Nancy Wiegand took an action to contact Ted
Koch  about local Wisconsin groups that he 
Might help  administer the survey to and what thoughts he might have on the survey. 
Todd will look into and report on 3 alternatives, a survey  company, use of the Wiki  and Survey Monkey.
Find out from NGA
 the  status if TASC 
survey is being done 

January 25, 2007
Updated May 31
Jim 
Ressler

 Survey out for review & adjudication expected
to complete in June and be released in July.
Post revised  Charter 
&  Strategy the Wiki, 
(allow COP to vote online)
March 29, 2007
Updated May 31
John 
Moeller 
John Moeller to post update and Gary took 
action to create Key Documents area on 
Wiki, Kyle to enhance  Wiki to support voting
And look into anonymous voting.
Update USGIF Tech Days Briefing
Kevin Backe
Will add his notes to USGIF Tech Days 
Briefing
Integrated calendar
of  upcoming events
 of interest to SOCoP.

March 29, 2007
Updated May 31

Gary 
Berg-Cross
Gary placed a draft 

calendar on the Wiki and is maintaining it with 

community input
Semantic/Ontology 
tool  analysis
May 31
Jim Ressler

Jim  place info about  semantic tool types on 
the Wiki
Importing 

Ontologies
May 31
Kyle Recsky 
Visual 
Knowledge
Will set up the ontology sandbox for use  by members 
Dave Kolas will then add his Ontologies to this sandbox area.
Demo for aligning Ontologies
May 31
Dave Kolas
Once Ontologies are imported Dave will look at alignment for demo (target is June meeting).
Education/Training
development
May 31
Kevin Backe
Research on education options and possible connections.
Liaison
Education/Training
development
May 31
Will contact Mitre’s Janet Jones about 

briefing the group
 


Detailed Notes – the following supporting material represent some of the discussion points of major topics, roughly in the order in which they occurred. 
Survey - There was considerable discussion of  mechanism to conduct the survey and whether people knew enough about Ontologies to fill it out. John and Todd may talk offline about some groups of interest.
Wiki – many features were shown including alerts for things that change using RSS, how to invite people to the Wiki, using of the Drawing function.  There were many questions about how it works behind the scenes.  For example, “are unique URLs assigned to pages?”  Yes.  More work needed on how to embed RDF directly on a Wiki page. 

Voting is not yet available on the Wiki, but VK has this functionality for another application (Medical Claims). This would have to be integrated into the current Wiki.  

One question was whether voting would be anonymous.  Some thought there was no need.  Kyle and Conor will look into this.

 Presentation Opportunities – Gary suggested that some people like Brand Niemann could keep us abreast of opportunities such as the Harvard Kennedy school conferences and eGov conferences.   
Nancy provided info on the following:

GeoS and ACM GIS. There is also something at ER 2007.

ACM GIS: 15th ACM International Symposium on Advances in Geographic Information Systems, Nov. 7-9, 2007 in Seattle. Abstract due June 11, paper due June 18, http://www.cise.ufl.edu/dept/acmgis2007
GeoS: Second International Conference on Geospatial Semantics, Nov. 

29-30, 2007 in Mexico City, papers due June 15, www.geosco.org
SeCoGIS: Semantic and Conceptual Issues in GISs, a workshop that is part of ER 2007 (http://er2007.massey.ac.nz/, Nov. 5-9 in Auckland, New Zealand), papers were due May 18, http://cs.ulb.ac.be/conferences/secogis07/
Education/Academic Activities -  Cost is an issue for developing and conducting such a course.  Dept. of Agriculture offers grad courses and might be approached about doing a GS Ontology one.  The field of Geo Information Science or Geographic Science/AAG might be interested in co-developing the course (or perhaps hosting training at their conferences).
