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Understanding Enterprise SOA Eric Pulier and Hugh Taylor very good place to get started
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Service Orient or Be Doomed great book on the business angle to SOA from the ZapThink crew.  Covers a lot of the “why” to SOA rather than “how.”
System Architecture with XML, Bertold Daum and Udo Merten; XML is a key part of modern architectures, and no book captures the many ways in which XML plays in the architecture as this one doesn. 
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Enterprise Service Bus, David Chappell.  David was one of the first to popularize the term “Enterprise Service Bus.”  This book is very approachable and suitable for management types. 
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Semantics in Business Systems, Dave McComb available in print and audio CD.  The semantic aspect of SOA and other enterprise technologies
. 
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The Software Architect's Profession, Marc T. Sewell & Laura M. Sewell

This is a simple but profound book. The book is a call to arms to establish Software Architecture as a profession. The authors correctly point out that it would be premature to try to set up credentials and tests just yet, as there is no commonly accepted guidelines for what constitutes the body of knowledge, but they  point us in the right direction for such a pursuit. The book deals almost exclusively with the analogy between building architects and software architects, and does so better than any treatment I've ever seen.  

The book spends far more time on the building side of the analogy, but that is where we feel its real strength is. 

Highly recommended for Software Architects and their clients.

Primers and Getting Started with the Technology

“Seven Embarrassing Mistakes CIO’s Make When Implementing Web Services” available by email request to sevenmistakes@semanticarts.com

Web sites
ZapThink are one of the leading analysts in this space, and have a thought provoking newsletter http://www.zapthink.com/  
Semantic Arts have many free and interesting white papers and a tutorials on “Right Sizing Web Services” and “Anatomy of a message Broker” at http://www.semanticarts.com 

Doug Barry has assembled a lot of  white papers and the like at  http://www.service-architecture.com/ 

The “Open Group” is a vendor neutral group promoting standards and certification in this area.  http://www.opengroup.org/ 
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